B

E1Y

suffer, al a tiee when we contlnue Lo see our kids

wave out of this state to seek suploynent eleswhers,

Tr s more izportant now than ever, for

we, a8 west Virginiszne, Lo coms together, amd yet on
this particular subject, theis dosy not gsem to ba
ny compromise from the sther anide.

I have eat hers today and listensd to
shasing the God of woney, asd 1 certainly haven't
fousd that to ke tiue in the people that I have known
in the coal industry. They worship the sawe Ood that

I do, snd it sertairly is vendsy,

e rmoently celebrated our Bith year at

the Caterpillar dealership heve in West Virginis., I

belisve I have sald thet we 3 ewploywes, and

it im a family-ownsd b

Wer we

woprouwd ta bave President Bush at
oar facility a year age o meke a natlonwids talk,
and we strengly stand behind his iseunss, and what
thig Administraticr belisven in.

1 beliove

sal industry is more

Lighly regulated todsy that it has cver been.

In my 25 ysarz in the business, I have 1_12

never known it £o be as regilatsd as it is foday. Ik

2n witnessed by all of these ageaciss that are

on this podium today.

I think the botven line ig that 1f we

would fuet stop and consider the alternakivea.

St raans,

hera.

I lows this stave, that ls why I sm 2till

I love the wmountaine, T love the

That im why a lobt of my brothevs and sistavs

ave employed by Walker Machinery, ave still hews in

Wast Virglnia, bscause we Iove this state.

It is mot becsuse we bate the sounteins,

2r hate the streams, but we have got to sowshow learn

te peacefally cosxist, beczuse thiz stats nesds

cgal .

I fivmly beliove that.

wWe are riech in this wonderful resource,

and this state peeds coal to provide jobs for thies

stang, to provide geod-peying jobs for this stats, 11_1-2

and for the people that want 19 stay here and

continue to tyy and make a 9o of it with a family in

West Vivginia.

donsiders the

shue it down,

hds sountiy nesde conl,  When oae
altertabives, iU is casy to say, Let's

lev's close it down, bub when you start

looizing abt the alternstives for ensrgy in this

wountry, natural gusses - bhare is a fine-lioe
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Carol Warren, WV Council of Churches

1 awmount, thers e nol encuwgh of it o go around, 1 Aftor Es. Wavren spedaks, wi will be

4 Nuvlear snergy, people don't want muclear eneryy 2 takimg a five-miupnte byeak. When she findshes,

3 bkuilt in their backyard. 3 I will anmcunce the next tus pamsg to come up and

4 Do we wart to rely on Hiddle Rasters 4 epeak befors the brazk so that they will be prepared.
@il? 1 weald kope that tie past ysar, has shown you & Thunk yueu.

f  that is certainly nob the way we want £o go. & M. WARREW: Hi. My nawme is Carel

7 Thia courtry seeds coal, the ztate has 7 Warren. I live in Webatay founty., I am a 10th

& an apundan

on West Virginian, and I wozk ab the Cm

it Ao

B 1 thark you for your time teday. @ hope 2 of Churches ag s and Justios Program
i rhat we can get these izcues behind ug, because I can i Imin.

11 tell you this: The ccal wranies that work in this Ae people of faith, we balieve that we

are walled to care for all of that God vveated and
pronounced gouod. 10'6"2

14 I think, in these sountaine we ges God's

12 srave, vight now you oo w2 people, when

-
[

33 they go befors thelr beards, they cannot do five-yesr 11"8"5

or thres-year plane, or sven a one-year pla

At zuy p ness, we cannot do a Hajesty, and in the rocks we understand God's

oyear plav, we csn hwardly 4o s sixemonth plan agth, and in the mist asd clouds, we kpow Ood's

ol all of the dark eclouds that have been held 17 wmystery. And in the hollows and ooves, we feal God's
) ©this indnstry. 15 ewbrace.
19 1T wish you Sod's speed in putting thess 14 We truly are in the midet of a sacved
Lu s behind e, snd God's speed in letbting this Z5  space.
21 continue Lo wine coal, and for us te continue 21 That being sald, I would like to talk &
22 to try and make & go of iz here in West Vivginia, 22 liztle bit wove about our dirset sxperience over the

23 Thark o, 23 last three ysars, which has been dominated by twe

24 MR, CHATHHA

Carel Warrep. 24 wovds, "flosd rell
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1 W have besn pusting rogether projects

ide housing fov people whoe havs loet theiy

We have bean byying o o

# and help

ives bavk together aftsr losisg

srhing they hed, nob dust once, Lul sometimes twe

& and thres timses.

T We Lawve besn theve oosunseling the
a Ledven, who sre se frightened by what they have

eod, that they can't be put into the bathtub

19 wirheut

eaming .

i1 We have poured willisns of dellare of

2 eoha ,oand shurch ald, Lo put rescurce inte these

13 efforts. W have diverted church perscnnsl From

4 athey jobao that they would norwmally do, to be in the

15 area of floosding te help people. We bave hired

M deasns of sdditionsl fell-vise eaployess o work on
1 flood welief.
i3 Ve have done that berause we have wanted

1% ne help, because we have

sizn for the pacple

£8 who have sufferad so mech.

21 BuL our reoc ¢ axs nol infinite. The
2 Poan=il Churches fust sent out ancther lebtar to

¥ hwdicarory head ssking for more donationg,

@ peonuse we don't have the wonsy Raceszary to do all

17-2-3

12

w

the things that we woeid like te do o try te help
paople in the commenity o recoves.
And Bo, we have D cowe Lo & paint where

we ash cursslves whabhey thsze vescurses Are achy

iy
going inte making life better again for the people

who have suffered so wuch, or whether we are in fact

gubgidizing damsges practicss that are not being

adeguately regelated.

And we have comp To that paint, and we
:n:e asking that gusstion.

o we have bpeen in the southern part of
vha state for the last thrse years trylng toe do ouy
job, and trying to be a covpaszionate presence there
for people.

Now we wsnt to ask you o de your job,
and wo e sure that regulatioss are in place thst do
not cauge the fleoding and the dleasters that people
arve sxperisncing, to m»t; W ES

Thank you,

ME. CEAIRMAN: Okay, wa are goilpg Lo
cake a Llve-minute break now, Bab Une epeakers aftavr
the break will be Jack Henry and Diana Wood.

I¥ you have rot registeved, I weuld ask
I &

Wote cegister, and espe iy if you wish to speek,

17-1-1
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Jack Henry, private citizen

1 1 WVirginda, it is exliied poverty. 1 think that it is a
2 2 sad thing to have that situstion of poverty.
E Pleams be back in five wdnutes, k We bave ssch viches in ouy natural
4 {(Break ) 4 pesourass, the Lord has glven us great nral
43 weon,  sveryl 5 carces and be satd in hiz word, he zaid, 1 know
& 6 the plang that I have for you. Plans for you teo
7 the Fanawha Valley, and 7 prosper and not be harmed., Plane for you to have a
& huve been for t T ueed o be in the ¥ hope and a future.
9 coal businees, ond left the cval business for 2 Bub ke leavesz that up Lo us to implemsnt
¢ full-time ministry. 10 what he has alresdy put in place. He has pub the
b Gne of the things that T soon learned in 1 wealth of thess tural ze: w8 in oury mountains.
12 ehe winiatyy, wae Uhab we had a iscline in our youth wante us to wb chew affici 1y, and
13 leaving the stale. 13 compatently. Bur iv de Hdim chat put thom heve, we
i4 We were one of twoe states that continued 14 didn't put him bere. But I am thankful that he o
15 to have a decline in pe But the primary 3% pun them here.
16 int bo me was our youbh that we we 18 We are the vichest srave in the natien
10-1-2
chat lesing, Lhe graduat ing from ouy 17 om a per capits basie in these nsbuxal rosources, but
1% so &, kat hed nething t} could do after i yer we are lawbt on the list of evexything negative.
19 radnarion. 1% That don't hardly make sense Lo me.
2% Tha 3 that 1 noticed i that 0 2o I think that we nesd o lock inte
2L in ourx s of Lhe state, we had the largest 21 what we have in these sateral soscurces and to
22 peyeentage of howes being destroyed, broken, wost of 22 develop them te their masimum, coal being at the top
2 it from lack of 23 of cur natural resources.
4 2%, we have a pollution problen in Weest 24 We oo oget some wealib ceb of the mining
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of the ooal, and the transporting of vhe ecoal, but i

2 learning thet therz is great, great, wealth thab

raw paterial in the

T e

We are Involved in searching and wirking

in soeperation with the Universitiss, WVI and

Marehmll, and otbere -- but mainly WV ~- that thers

saw products from coal, somgthing called coal

T des't bwve rhe time o geb into it in

derail, but it is already developed, it ig patanted,

and Lhers is alroady o
negutisted and completed witlk organizations that asre

out te better the gquality of life §

y West Virginia,

wan are mualified chewists,

place a chew

sospmercialize this

This product iz ev fantastic that I

eng day be ton valuable to

burn Ju'te going to oo I Lhink, new domunds for

5

coal, new Jobe Eer coel, the sasufsoturing jobs is
what we nesd in this state.

Thers are a lot of jobe, bur there's a

lot chat den‘t

o

@i

3

55

But the blggest mamber of jobs that we

have in this stste, arve people phat arse on minimun

wagt, or harely over aliists wage, and that doesn't
nate to bee, With 23 of these pescources, wa ought Lo
13

e abls bo give our people living wages. Jobw t]

they appreciate. Jobe that they can have eeteen in.
And when I think about all of the
negative things that goes against oay
natural -reeiurce indusiries, I think it ds & shosms
that we should have that.
Tt seems like for coal, for example,
that we have an attituds about wountalanop removald, i 1‘1 '2
rhat we could bave mouncatistep rewoval, or clean
SLYEERMS .
1 thipk that is sad. ¥We should be able

ro say with all of our techoo

representsd here on thi

&
e
e
¥
4
¥4
=3

s, and throughout ow
sehools, with all of our technoeracy and oux

akilitd

¢, ws ought to be able to gay vthat we can

have wountaintop removal and olean s

LA RME
Wy cught to be able ve utilize and
waximize and provide move jobe for guy peopls.

For each induprrial jaob that is out

vhere, such ap the hexvesting of coal, there are 7.
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Diana Wood, private citizen

£ B
1 oer 8 other jobs that arg equally providing good 1 Then the next speaker is Matalis
2 living wagea that io masozimtsd with that one Z  Spencer.
2 vation job, or harvesting {ob of harvesting ooal. 11_1_2 2 ME. WOOT: My hame i Dlana W Y
4 Trods btow vast of a coeht for us to just A am from Beckley, West Viegioia.
5 We just coan't 5 My husband and § own o geall store in
i 6 Becklsy, and ab the saws time, I work for a coal
7 But I reaily believe that if we look 7 omine.
® 4 find a way te soexist, and bo bs # U peewms Like anymove, 1o takee twoe
H wnd to have o blesgsings of the Lord un 9 pwople working just te make lu.
U . i6 1 drove wy son to the alrport today. He
i1 I weeld like to see the e 11 is in the seax Re lefr this suste, went into ths
antities that have come in our atats. ’ 12 ried, and thei ds the Job chat be hwd to take
Yo don't nave to fead Lhe newspaper, or 13 because thers wasn't one hers
14 wan the Toniy Show very long, to ses sowehody 14 Ard ae T drewe kim wo the alrpoert, he
15 making comments about us bei 42uh, oy Both, in 15 was telling we, Hom, wharn I get out of the service, I
15 wani bo cows back hers and work. Whan hind of dobe
to pas us bevows tha 17 avs there?
8 head, and net the tail of of those things, and i@ I weid, Well, there is not a lot. There
19 with 4 good u natural Tenouroes. : 1% iz really nob a lob. Asd he saild, ¥ell, leok avcurd
HR. CEATRMAN: e cut of &ime, 20 and tell me what the is o 1 <an de hore when I
2 HE. BERRY: I believe thau can do it 21 we home . T owant to oo to oollege, and get wy
22 T am all for ik, 22 degree, and everything, bst tell wme what kind of jobs

22 Thank you. 23 that are hare, because [ went to live and work in

Dimna Wood, 24 taits ptake.
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2]
Arct as bis plane towc off, I thought,
Ged, what do we ail need o do, buy an airline ticket

Recauns it seems Lhat we have

aad fly ont of hor

;ocowmntesionsd out of everything

I mever bhowght ob

at wy job woeuld be

fonght . I never thoog

ehat I would have to fight

for the right to work. thought that I would

beoable to work and

wbive, and it out on wy

ol and

frunt pu is a0t how it iz, How
Te working for the omal wmineg, I see all

Tinds of papzrwork, where we seply for rite and

all thir kind of stuff. I dos’t undecatand it

berause I am not an enginser, bur I can tell you

There in 2 Iot eof paperwork already. Thers is

4 ket that we have to do already, to apply for these

permitas and these thinga.
Apd as I drive down the voad, I lock and

T eea all «f the things that have changed cwer th

yoara Lhat T he grows uix in West Virginia.

You dun't see & ot of people dumpling on
the side of the rvoad, and different vhings like that
that ussd to be,

T FPived in a ceal cowmunity as I grew

1-12

~i

"
£y

<3

0

[
<

[}
I

.
w

£5)
e

engd of town andd

wp, and people would drive o
dump their trash. Nobody doss that anyiore. He aye
all beconing more envivessentslly wise, aod we are

tyyimg bo take cave of

har we gor.

ot Virgini

T oam very prowd to ke oa

and I am very proud to live in this sta

I think dv is besutiful, but I

o want to meke it che kind of beauty that the

tonrist dyive through axd ¢hey anjoy i, and I ean't

work, and I have to leave heie because I can't work.
One of the gentleman sald, Ts this a

Mo, this is not a - Te ds wy life, It ie

work

wy family's life, rour life.

ot
3
¥
iz

heve.

W want to work bhers, we want bo do it

safe, we want be do it cleze, ww owant a ok, amd we

want to provide fobs foy our children, that we den't
have to put them on an airline ticke: out of town
becausre there is nothing here for then,

The schools ave all coming togetber in
one, we are junking everybody together, booaugs so
many people are leaving here besauss there iz

aothing.

oh, wy Ood, it s
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&4

o iful, and God gave it to Bat everybody

wants o blams everything on the mines, or somsthing

elae .,

Yew kpow, @ live on s hill, and thers le

oS

on that L1 but thess housss.,  And we Ve

nad w0 wuch rain ever the p few years that I have

& two-level bouse, and one dey it ceme so hard -- it

was tha day v s of waln,

It came o kard, ithat it came down the

, Aand the ditches eculdn't vake it, and wy

cm oot the Iower level flooded. 1 coculdn't blane

that on thae o mines, i dsntt oons in
wiles of wy house,

Do you keow wheve the rain came from?
It came cut of the sky. had ic fell, and it came 2o

gquisk, T cenld de nething abost it.

wass, and I theought,
well, Sod, thank you that it didn't get sy whole

and T saw

fouse.  Because 1 leooked in the paps:

prupls that lost

svsrything. And I thask Ood that I live on top of

chat hill, becsuse I knew that is what saved me. Ip

wasn't anyhody that made rhat hapoen t

me, in dust

wag 1ife.

17-1-2

57

I bave Lived thexe fox S0 ra. Aod in

rhat 50 yeave, I have negver sedn rain like we have
had in the last few years, and T Dave never aeen soms
of the bhardships thet we bave bad.

And I ook at the people around, and I

see all the ensrgy, and all of the things that we pub

together hers, and I think, Why can't we do somsthing

weally goeod with this? Why can't we pat it all

seher, all of our smaria?

Let's put it sl

sther and make a
plase for our childrep to work.

Lt ue work.

Lt we peovide fovr thew.

You kfiow -+« and I am not uedng this name

a2z a grand stand, but when I read in the paper that

ot

Jessica Lynsh went BEYY > ke able teo go

o eollegs when she cupe out and be & teachsr,

T theught, that is wy @ That ds my daughter.
That is our children, becasss that is what we have

< wa f

given thaen be

s oovaer things.
T way that iv ls o joke, ne, it fe oot
a joke, it is my iife.

s, we fust want to work, Thers is

waswah regulation.,

|1-12
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Natalie Spencer, private citizen

1 We are reguiated to death. 1 There's golf courscs, recroation arcas,

2 MR. CEAIRMAN: Hatalie Spencey, 2 sebools are put o bhess, shopplog ceatere. There ie 10_3_2
2 The next sreaker will be Jolm Hetzger. 3 always a useful place for tihis land when it is tahen

4 HE. SPEMUER: By neme is Hatalie 4 care of.

5 1 that is golng o ba where all thoss

% T am from Kingston, West Virginia. & rouvists can stay thab we ave expecting this state bo

k) I werk for ocoal, 7 have that {r going to save us.

3 T oean't yrderstand why in the State of # 231 wo evar heax aboul is the

ginia, with =il

Y Waal Vi

paoklowe that

3 bad things -- the bad lssuws. Go look for yourselves

it are having, wby anyone would want to ruin a few 18 at sume of the uzeful projscts on these lands.

industries that helpz ue survive. i3 Then the Werr Virginia esgployment rats

12 U don't condone destroying Uhe 12 has gone frow owsr 47,0085, in the month of May, ¢

34

suvizenmsnt, as wmech ap the next person, but I also 13 saild, now it is 51,000, in senth of June.

11-1-2

14  puliewve that me grougs are oot looking at the whole 14 The statiszics ave out there showing how
5 pleture of thiz wountaisfonp removal, as thay eall i5 many typse of iobs arve affected. What iwpact will

it L6 this situstion bave 1 we yun coal off?

17 They are trying (o make psople beliees v 1 suggest that you taks a right on Roule

I8 chat the whole zntate wiil leveled by the time the 12 1%, in Paystte County, heading from Mt. Hope to

13 zoal dndustry gets thro with it 19 Beckley, The mess therxe was not created by the coal
24 This fan'e true. Whst good are 21 dndusbry,  Ho one eeets o complala avout all of the
21 dnaccesgible mountaine?  With the type of reclametion 21 xun-offs from the raines feow chess future

22 char rhe mining industiy has to do nowadaye, this 10"3“2 Z&  developwents.

22 ctherwise unueable plese of land could be used for 3 ks yoa drive by, you can clearly see

24 wany things, and it is. 24 where the water runs down and 12 hae Lo go somowhors,
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G4
it hag Lo CUVar up SO0 CretK Aressg.
> wiains about all of the £1131

kan when they alearv

ar when they maks & duel lans.

T eapnot think of another industry in
rhis state thab is constantly having to fight to keep
Qoing oL

There are legitimaste, neglectfal,
probpleoms somet imes, iy coal in West Virginia is
wlamed for everything.

If it was nor such & needed industry, I

could underatandg.  Are thers really psople here G}
want to pay higher hestlasy and cooling billu?

The electric companies, they will have
to dmport it from othey stares, and rhat is going to

Lo au a nigher cost, and who is golng te y for

Chis?  The cunsumer.

We ave

iy

wing o be paying higher taxes

with wo few psople lefr working., Somebo<dy is going

oo paEve Lo wippert @ll of theew unssployed peop
Yoo, truthfuily, and factually, cdnnot
Blame all of thie on the seal industry for the

nrodleme it faces and suffe

s fyom the flooding.

Thee State needs to start regulating

sicizens, and thomselvws.
There are s wahy wors bridges on

ereeire, and alse the lithls culvsrts that they axe

pucting in bz

auge atl of the psople foom the oity

want bo ge oul into the ooontry aad liwe next to
nature.

There is trash along the vosds oub in

rthe country, oreck barks evs full, and then when

rthese {lowde coms down, they wash it down and they
et stuck in all of thess calverts.
State-road ditches are rarvely cleansd up

17-1-2

ave fiiled with xun-off feow the wany

raine that we have had, Ard I said eariier, the lspd
developers that start Hiferent projects are never
finished, Al of thess favtors comtribute to tha
preblem,

The only reason most of Chose groups ge
afrer coal cowpaniss io Decause they have monety, sawd
you can’t guwe God.

In the wmajority of the flecde in this

pabe was due oo much reln, in oo short of a4 tiew.

I suppose all of rie bad flocding in

Charleston is due te coal mining?

There is severs flooding all over the
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John Metzger, private citizen

B

United Stabse.

e largest portion of thees cooiryed

in the states where there is 2o ooal mining.

fo let's quit putting all the blame on

the soal indestry.

sal dndustry is wore

regulatsd than any okher try in this countyy, or

d.

probably in the we

The Fe 2l government isn't as hard

we as thig gtate. How wany wore jobs will this state
love te extremist groups?

How ma

Y people are going to have to

C the State if

oy want and ne the ol

to suppert € - famillieas?

With the ec ¢ as it is in this

sountry, thers won't be many plases to gn.
T razd a letter in oae of the loscal
papers about a sen who eald, We miyght as well just

s2ll our land to the Faderal governwent and turn it
into a Ztate perk, then we will have a place for all
the rourist mosay Lo oowe i,

Bub peopie seed jobe.  We nesd to weke

wp.  We peed to protect the savivenwent. It de

> of hard.

arhring

Why

W

It

ay
P

&

coe, ox Komarts, if

Ho more Bupsr Walsng
there i wob any £iat land to put on thers either.
I peo one has jobs, and West Virgioia l 11 1 2
-f-
neade aoal, coal produces foba, and cosl~related.
Thank you.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Jo

n Metzger.
The next spaaker will be

Randy Mobillios.

HR. METZG Hello.
My name s John Hetzger.

I am a surfarce coal winer.

chat T am a

law-abiding citisen,

G 1 beliwve the company that I

work for is a law-abiding citipen.

I believe |

ur aysh ernment,
which basically says that wa vole on whab laws we
want, we give those laws to you folks, you folks
interpret them, and enforcs thew, and our cowmpany
follows thew.

The dszue bhat § e2s s Cheat we have a

lot of grewps out thers thad want Lo -~ just ae poon

criticize, inetead of

ring up with weaningful

molun

iz to pome of the problems that we have.

It is easy to say, I will stop the
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wites, but it takes o Debter persoa to come bp and
#ay, Hey, what do we have to do here? What do we see
wxng?

I bmer about all of theee mtale,
whatever, we hove in the streass, okay, what 9o we 5-5—3
have to do to cleen that wp?

I ehink you ook at oux cowmpany, and

moud all of the compa all of the

individuals work in these ccal mines.

We want ko doothe right thing.

Bvery now and vhen, yeah, we stub our
toer, bBubl we are out thers to do the right thing.

I don't want te flood che ground, wy
kids have to live on this ezrth, too, and their kids

o, teb.

e Iowoeld say that we have gobt to start

looking at what we wsre deing heve,

Ouy company, £ something wrong,

we ave penalized. Rithar onz of uas will go s daild,

or we will pry a fins.

and run frivelews laweuit, after frivolous lawsuilt,

and what re

roe doss the cowpany have, or any of us

ws an indiwvidh

&

L:3]

We are out there in the coal, yst they
can keep chavneling this stuff through our court
zystems, hlocking it, esd killing ne econcminelly.

Whers ie the justies bhere?

What {e our racourse?

Kieo, this lased that they all talk
alun, saving euy wountaine, 1t is owned by
individuale.

Whot rights do those folks have?

I hwar abour, well, we have teo pub
svarybhing back o original conbtour; what doss the 19"3'2

Landow

have Lo say?  Don't they bave a say in whaen
is their property?

This sewe group of people would be
choroughly apeet £ yeu beld them rhan they couid not
plant thedr guvder {n suth & way in their backyerd,

Aleo, they wiil sit and crivicise
pveryihing we do, apd they will tell you how bad we
ahould cot opn ceal wining, these sare psople get up
in che meyndng, f1ip om the light switeh, take a nige
hot shower, gt on the Internet, sl they de it «ll
with coal; with ail of the snergy that the coal

produesd.

The same growr of people will get in
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Randy McMillion, private citizen

e

1 vhedr car and telk ab L gresnhouse effact, and

4 use fossil furl to drive down to get to the aiyport.
2 When I hwar abour w forests, thoss
4 paoples willl sit up bere with their niso-written

5 noles

a pisce of g

& only place paper cane £iom was wood.

7 oo oD wo ike 1o ray that we
& srant working togsther b

9 Pon't criticize, bal

to lexrn.

11 Thatk you.

12 MR, CRATEMAN: Randy MeMillion.

12 The next speeksr will be Kaven Keaton.
14 HR. BeBILLIMY: Sood afternoon.

is Thank you the opportunity to speak.
16 T guee am g diotle perplerad,

-
=

st o pative of West Vieginia., I b
1% lived here for 46 yesrs of wy life, and grew up in

T am ot

13 rhe aountains, and so ling to

20 uoslerstund the vast dastesolicn that chis industry is

qd b having ik the a

22 I was growi

sther foiks have stat -~ envivonmentally,

24 this state is the same in siguificent msans, over the

v, and as far ag I knuw, the

speant ¢f my Lifetims.
You lock at the streams and the

ceuntyyeide, it is twice what it was when I wes kid,

As you tesd Lhiz EIS, or ss von bry Lo

vead it, it is obvious th here arve aw fatal Elaws

e

in this industry,

This irdustry is respossible. This
industry has made significent gains, and zztr‘\w.‘; in
protesting the envivonmeny .

What iz needsd ie logical, affordable, 1-12

oa in the fature,

gains in envivonmebtal prote

This industry is very vul le in sconowics.
It gannot burden significant cost
impaetes.  So a little seneibility, a litrle

understanding of where we have bean, and a lirtis bir

less idealistic views of the futaye.
Thers ie & ressonable sslution heve.
s industry provides & great pesource to this

atate, and to the netion.

The opponsnts t oppose coal, ars aisc
going te appose hydroelectric bands, they don't want
these rivers plucgged up.

Thay are sian the cnea that arve

unwilling to let lawd rmeses be consaned by
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Karen Keaton, private citizen

Terry Brown, private citizen

K
windmille.
At the sama tize, if you lock at gas,
tha gas prices yesterday closed as $3,12 per militen

i e

Cnovhe wgulvalent basie, your elscrric

g o

bill -~ your slienty

nerated by coal -
wonld e thres Cimss of that today if you used
aasoel e,

1 wonld , leok whers we have

¥

Dewn, leck at the advancessu

we have made, have a

realiptic view of the fah

, and do somsthing that
i seasible and ressonablie.

Thank you.

HR. CHAIBMAN: Xaren Keaton.

The next speskey will be Teryry Brown.

KEATGN: % wanh to say that I

awoprowd that I work foy the coal cowpany.

I have never worksd for such a gosd

ap of paople.  They ave mavve .

wo my job, T feel my

11-1-2

ng Lo ke over. Mo oone should have te Live
in fear to work.
Thank you.

¥R, CEATREAN:

.
oot

w5

1

Py

i
r

ry
vy

0
ES

3
The next spsaker will be Douwg Waldron.
T think I betchered that newe.

ME. BROME: My n

# is Tervy Rrown,

1 am from Faventevillie, West Viegiola.

i

have Lived fa Weest Virginia all wmy

life.

-t

am a miney.

-

think thie issue is far cut of hand,

Beoauss, Like I said, we have lost a lot of Larmiznd
dus to Interstates. These wmoantaintop removal Jebe
make beautiful farmiarnd, besutiful housing

developmente. l 0‘3"2

You look sceses the xriver and look atb

che houses wp on the hill, you 2ould have & besautiful

houes up on a hill on epe abandoned strip mines,

How many of you Live

in log homes?
Hobody lives in & log bone?

3

Robody lives dn 2 stick hotme?

Hvarybedy a5 under a rosk, do they?
Interstate 64 shul down a wmonth ago;
flooding.
© What wasg it, the strip mine right becide
of iu?

Mo, oo muoh water.
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Doug Waldron, private citizen

T4 T
1 'S By house got [looded; tos 1 @ad on this seal bhey represens twe poople stunding
Z He strip =mine around. 17'1_2 2 beslde of a rock. Tha permon on the left-band eide
3 S why are we getting blamed for it? 3 was comstimes called a lc bur T beliswve he was
4 Clor odn. Ldke o way, theys 4 actaally a4 farmer,

5w lot of iseues being covered, and this o

ild cowe to 5 The persen on the right-hand side was o

o an agreement and everybody werk, and have a good 6 cwoal miner. It has never peen disputed that it a

T life. 7 omal miner.

2 Thark you. B ai mindng in West Viginia -« about

2 HR. CEAIRY Soug - and I will ist 2 i ago hers din West Virgioda,

in say your last name. 3¢ and it was very lmporbant, and today it ds wore so

i1 i1 dmportant becaues ccal ls West Virginia,

i3 Vinws. i Over %0 pereent of the electyicivy, 11 9 2

13 MR, WALDROW: Thank you very wuch for 13 folks, was gonsrated here in West Virginia, comes

T4 youy time boday. 14 : coal.  Through the plants, over 50 pereent of

X Ky nawe is g Waldron. T bave it i% s elsctvicity scross our pation, again, comes from

36 wyitven thaerpe. W oeoal, and thers fe no reglacesent for coal ab the

7 A wvery lmportant lesus, amnd I will fust 17 eost savings that we have right now,

b} eay a few words: Firsr of all, I am glad 18 Yee, with have an savironmental problem,
that we live in the St And in a Hation, whers we 1% and yee, we have besn working on it.

20 can all ger up and express our views and opinie 25 In omy Lifetdiss ~- 1 am bY-ymarvs-old --

Ll aad st have Lo werry about retaliation, 21 wao have made strides way far and beyond of what

2z Also, I as giad that we live in a state Z2  anybody ever anticipated.

23 that back in 1£83, when West Virginda was oreated, 23 I was bkorn and raiged ocut in Lin 5

24 tnat vthe founders of this state cams up with a eesl, &4 Zeunty on Cosl River, Goal River, back then, was
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Mike Vines, private citizen

6 il
1 gessrally wsed to wash ceal in. The coal, even 1 Walker Machinery Company and I get sy paychsck fvom
2 coday, s avill in the river, bur raday, it is 5‘5‘_2 2 ezoal, but if T didn't, I would still support the woal
1 cleansy than -- T chink that it has besn, sven back 3 industyy.
4 in owy father's Iifetime, ‘ 4 wWithout ceal e in Wesy Yipginia,
5 R e 5 Folks, 1 don't really see where thors will be any

£ our ecsnomy be here in 65 veplagwment .

7 mwrRl? 7 I will say this in clogiang, T don’t cars
B Ve can bic epalves, we oan blame our 8 AF pea Jike i, if oy don's tikw if vou want i,
¥ governsent, bub withost soal, would vhers be a Civie 8 1E you don’t want in, we ary gracs with it, and we

13 Csater, would thers ke & 118, or would there sven he 10-3-2 1t aeed to wmine it responsibly.

31 A Walmart, if we didn‘t have hmre in Went » i1 Coal e HWest Virginia.

iz ginia. Thank you.
13 There iz #o at for it. i3 We nesd to wine LY responsibly.

And what would be in the future, {f we 14 MR. CHATRMAN: Mike Vines.

didn't hawa coal? And then the next speaker will be Jevemy
14 We will mine coal, and we will wine 2o 16 Palrebild,  As you cowe to Lhe stamcl, 1 will rewmind
1% walfely, and envivommentally, I believe, responsibly 17 you Lo ptabte yoor nams and whers you are from,
18 and not ro destrey the ¥ovther Earth. 18 Is Kr. Vines here?
18 T was bown here in Linooln County, here 19 MR. VINES: My nane is Mike Vines. I am
24 in Went inis, I have lived hewrs all wy Life. 1 28 a salayy enp y wf @ large sountaintop mine in
QY have oowarrisd 36 years, and I am proud to be s &1 poabhern W Virginim.
2% West Virginian, and I proud £o be a proud 22 They are a very yesponpible company, and

21 supportsr of the West Virginis esal industvy. 23 hopefully, all of us workers ave wvery responsible

24 Yee, D oawm like Mr. Colsman, T work with 24 peopls.
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Jeremy Fairchild, Fairchild Intemational

78 7
1 1 ot twe ohildren, thres 1 coma frea preclaw bn the V8's, to whers we are today;
2 grandehildren, and we 21l rely on my fob. 2 high peheols, golf coursss, veadways, and I bhink we

2 At the present cime, my daughter is in 3 zan all work this in a responsible smanner, and help

4 Chayiobrs, o soployment

& My sonr is = ner, equipmsnt kY The envivengent wonld be better aftsy we
[ rator for ancther cowpany. He 4 me last 5 are finiched.

he said, Dad, is going oo happen to the 7 I wewld love to see wy kide bs able to

4 wining industry. [ gald

Son, I don’t ko

w. I osald, 8 wmtay hers. T have got c that le 60 srs old.

2 che vegulabions Gre over

g we. It dg kind of in g 1 do net want to loave © srate. I e for her

1% rhe government's hands and 1oag a Fasily. 10 pow, besanse she can't for hersslf.

11 But I think maybe we are losing wvision. 1 1 appre ce Lhe opportunity to spesk
12 Tals is not just a wourtaly iegun.  This 13 3 2 32 Dre you.

13 valley - £il1 dssus aleo s deep-wmining orientated. 13 Thank yus.

14 he refuge {inawdible] ispoundments reguested, ig MR, THAIRMAX: Jevewmy Pairchild.

B if this law

= chrough, and you

Then the next speaker will be Andy

see P to

hase ds deep 16 Amhuret.

The next step, fa o ghost state, as far - 17 Remenber to alsc say where you are fnom.

% as I am sonoernaed. 38 ME. FAIBCHILD: Hi. My name is Jerewy

MeDowell ahost town, We 19 Paivchild.

29 are aob only impacting Jek, you are impacting wmy 2 I am from B v, Wast Virginia.

21 vhildren, wy grandcehildyen, se ryona of e, 21 T am » friend of coal, and proud to suy

22 there are 18 toe 15 were behind ow. iz

2% T am very prowd of this state. I bave 23 I am the thivd gansration in my family
Deon dn thiw business for 30 yeava. s eenn it 24 vo work in the coal industiy. We have n company

MTM/VF Draft PEIS Public Comment Compendium B-165 Section B - West Virginia Afternoon Session



o«

called Pairrhild internaticnal, and we manufacture
mining wquipment.

T am here taday o aliow my support for

cosl, and 1 we vo say that T agres with the
vpinion of most ol the people who have cowe before we
on the imporvance of coal to this state.

T den't really sss how anyhody can say

viar it is ot vitel to the success of this

amd for the prople to ke able to live heve.

-

It is an induesilxy thaz -« like I said,

vo teuch a little bik.oon

sething that a Ist of

e can't, thet have

shen befors we, I zm jrst cowming

into the

industry.

I graduated college about two years ago,
and I was faced with & very important deviglon, I
either had te move away £rom the gtare where I was

horn and raieed and loved, to find & job so

shar 1 soald heve a sucesesfnl 14F or ¥ could go b

work witho wy family, end support the csal industry.
What if ceme down o was, I wanted to

stay heve. There is nowheve elze thet T want to be.

Aowhare that 1 wonld feel like T would be as happy as

people In this 2tats, and

-

o

@

br e
o & o

e

@
o

1 am hore.
T iust hope thet ooal can do goud, and

can thrive, and we car all be meoaparoos.

N I have a lov sl whe wonld Dike
to have a situstion similsr o what § have, and have
the vholee of whether or pot to stay, ov leave rhis
atate,

Unfortunately, they don't, and 1 am
losing tricnds and fomily all the time, so that they
can go off and find work and move sway.

T think that is really sard beasuse the
i

from this state, who are

iving in other places, sre pruly great peopls, and 3

o

feel honorad to knew thew, and I am really upset Lhat
I have te eay good-bys to them.

OF coprese, thare ave visite, bub visits
Just lsntt the samm .

Fo I am dust asking that instead of

rrying £ do sway with the geal industyy, or do

zhings te bold it dows, I sy sbonld
tocus rthely attention on working out ways that pratiy
wush we can colncide. We can have our styreams aocd

riveres, and enfoy all thar. It is a great part of

ctha ztate thal mest of us love. And abt the same
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Andy Ashurst, private citizen

Lee Barker, private citizen

az
1 siws, we can mine the goel and we can all live
2 rugerhey happily.
2 Thank yon.
4 ME. CHAIREMAN:  Andy Ashuwst.
S the next spsaker will be
% Lea Barker.
7 M. ASKURST: Hella., My name hrdy

4 Rmaurst,

& I am froms Willles

n, West Virginde.

T am sarried, kb

: A son two years old,

i1 Jehn. T have heavd a lot of peopls ralk that they

L2 were born and ral

3 1 am a little kit opposite. 1 awm going

id  to say it, I was Brooklyn, MNew York. And I

TR woved to Pennsyivaniaz when I was a heeaagsr.

p2 I Bathiches, Pesnaylvania, wos
17 ehom SLeal, %, & lot of heavy industyy.

iR In kigh schecl, I would have loved to

1% have ztayed in Penneyl Bur dus to regulations

28 and vhe KRN on =31

© standacde, Bethlohe

21 basically ahut dows thely plant in Bethleham,

22 I wae fopeed o Lo

ot for ancther

£2 alrernative for a deb, going %o onllege, and I ploked

sl winer.

@

3

e e
e

bt
o

gt Lemen, distinguisbed w

LE

I am prevd to be a coal siner, And I

have besn doing it For 15 vears. Tt moved me sway
from wy parente. T heve lived away frow parmsnta for

1h yanrs now. § oden’t want my sen, who wae born in

Weel Virgindx <o he iz golng to be born and ralsed o

HWest Virginia.

Mowad out to Tilinots, =y firvst job,

afiter that yeor workimg, 1 wes laid off duwe ko EFA,

again, on alr stendards. ®e wers la high euiphuy

1, we wsre shut down. We don’t nesd to be over
ragulated any more than what we are, and that is 1'12

whers we are g

ing.

‘Thank yeu.

MR, CHAIRMAN: Les Barker.

The newt speaker will be Gall Besdon.

ME. RESDON: I would like to pass.

MR, CHAIRMAN: You are nof going to
Okay

The next epsaker will be, JTaxry Eeith.

HE. BARKER: Hello, ladies and

sra of & panal .
My name is Lee Barker. T am a dipsct
degeendant of cue <f the first saitlers of Poone

Sounty, and T etill live vhers with sy wife, 2nd two
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1 ehildyen.

2 When I got old esough and growing wp and
3 hmears nld ensugh, I had to maks & decisicn on what

4 chofes of carser 7 would have .

5 Hy decision cume down b this: [ wonted
& unty, I wanted to stay in West

nia; therafora, oy only decision wae Lo werk for

2 othe ccel industyy. 8o I went o echool to bsoome a

1ing eugineer.

Yer, theb's righr, 1 design those walley

11 fields, and rhess dwpes £ like that,

13 I can tell you one thing, the way I

4 deaign thew, and the way we sre reguived to design

15 nobody hes a problen.
4 fut I want o 1o bit about

I grew up, thet ir what

one County was tha plase whers coal
A was birst discovered by James Beter Sally.  They'we

“} besn wining conl shortly thereamfter, ever since

33 it bas besn a long riwe. It has been over 108
23 yeava.
24 1 bave heasd pe Bay that we have 2400

13-3-2

~

-
it

o
&

o
-

b
b

-l

ay
&

e

&3
*7

34
)

BG
years of eonl Ieft in this United States to mine, we
den’t have that logg in Beone County. We have been
mining for a leng time alveady,

8o, therefore, we do nesd thess

mountaintop removais, and the tlat lands that they

=ate, o that we can havs furure jobs for my sons,

and daughters, and hopefully, my grandehildren.

Aieo wa need, on bk

w wontaintop
. 10-3-2
resovales, averybedy says, Weil, lat's juet waks the

cal companies pub something up thers, That is not

cheir job, their dob is to mine coal.

It is paople like we, lo who

live Boons Courty’s jeb to get orher industries in
there and we have a2 plage to put thewm.
I eleo would like to see wildlife

@ bnstated of Eoy rveclaimed

~
=

zoantaia land.
T like to hunt and fish., I also wewld
Like to see vegulabions made whers that we could 1"8

leave ponds, and sm ourdmants Like that in

place, for recrestion use in wildiife habitab.

Riaht new, we are reguived to remove

Andt Beone

wunty, could wse just about
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Larry Keith, private citizen

#6

as sodch flat lapd as possibly.

Here I have heard a lot of talk about

ing and here is a &

aslate of xugged terrain

steep hillsides, end small narrow valluys, whick

inevitably; rhat is the flood plain.

That s

tush the way it is. That is

ha way God made ib, snd we to live with

i
Well, wa’'re We can do things, we
can put mountaing, and we can make flat land up out

of the filwxd plains.

invalv

© oetraasm guality, and T

wmonet Chat old, eacagh Lo remembor Biy

Coal Riwvey being pratby s shoked with zediment,

kut mince all the reguiations, the wmining industry is

tiving by and wa 3 2 g wonderful job -~ that

iz ac longsr the

Due to

industry is doing

codsy, the river is probiably -- it is starting to be

raality sbresm, which it

17-1-2

5-5-2

wouldn't have been bufore,

Aloo, thers ave othery streams and vivers

na County, where we wera able Lo st

tyout.
That is the vesult of the mining,
faople, thar le not bLocauss of Lhe natural
envirenment of the brour, they could have newver lived
thara before.
We'va besn talking about everything ie &
Jeke, Il tell yeo what I think the joke is, I

raink a joke is when outselds savironmental groups

come sround and tell me, and otber fellow penple that

Tive in that cowmm whe best for us.

ity, what is

Thank you.

MR, CHAIRMAN: Leyry Keith.

The naxt speakey afver My, Keith will be
Bobert Wilkexrson.

ME. KEITH: 1 em Larey Keith, and I am
from Hazard, Kentucky.

I have hean

ployed in the enginsering

aion for 7€ yeavs, and have bsen ipvolved in

[3%

the minding dodustyy during ©

Yhat I would 1ike to take a look at is

sanities and towns in

rhe fmpact of mining on oux

vhin ceal fields.

5-5-2

10-2-2
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B8 2%

1 Fivet, wining piovides jobs. It ales 1 wmininy induetry hes been placed wnder such etrict

2 prodaces flab wsable land out f the fleod plains, 2 regulations, bo weet the affluent standsvds set forth
K 3 by thess lawe, I 2an attest Dirvethand, that in

4 4 manitoring dlecherge frem ponds and active surface

S For lustance, oximately ome-sguare 5 mine aitves and recislmed jobs theoughoat eastorn

) ile area swrrounding the Hszaed, Appalachian 5 Kentacky, the water s olean.

7 ]l Hedieal Center; rhers are five apavtment 7 Mecut a month ago, a bivlogist from the

5-5-2

& oowplerss, rgs, 28 medlical and bealtvhesre & Nos m Kentucky University, was dolsg a stody, what

¢ Facilities, including the ARE Professional Office $ he ealled & "bug count” ab ons of the pond sites that

it Building, the ARN Bsychiat Tenter, and bhe 38 1 was wonitoring.

1 siversity of Keubucky Centey for rural health, wh i34 We were standing st the dischargs pipe
10-3-2

1z cod on reedaimssd ming - 32 for this pond, ami he swde the rark that in his

13 arsa. 13 findinge, throwshout the castern Kentucky srea, that

4 There are also 59 businesves, including 14 the water coming wvut of these poads, was

5 v, Rppletes’s, fuat to 15 substantially clesaper than any watar, in any open

5 few. 16 ohamaels in Lowisviile,

17 Bix churclms als0 got the landscape. vt NMow what dows thaet say for the sdning

18 City, Fedeval, and Stars sgencies also use flat i3 industyy?

e minsd ax their building. i In leaving iiﬂ;‘.ar’d today Lo oome over

20 The #o sagtated arpas, bawe ’ 20 here, 1 passsd a conshny en pite for s new Walwmart

21 also left beshind goli courses, the oypress tross and 21 ceatsr. On this site, I surveyed the arsa, which I

22 cing fielde for elk and dsex, and the 22 determined to have 24,002 teng of coal, which hed te

21 23 e destyoyved and disposed of

a4 B the waterwayvs, the 24 But through o coal ulat {ons, and
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Robert Wilkerson, private citizen

1

@
vhe cumpany dvlug the work, omald not sell this codd

and 4o

ate 3t Lo W

y charities in the area, but

ald give away 35 tons.
How what does this eay for the
Tegalat ione?

Traank you.

MR, CHATE Fobert Nilkerson.

v oBr. Wilaacson spaks, we ars go

taks anvther Eive wminuts bresk, and when that
hagpenag, I will tell you who the next two speakers

will be.

4

HR. WITKES

ol evening,

My nage iz Rebert Wilkerson, and I live

in Princesteon, West Virginia, with my wife, two

~ndldven of six that we raised in West Virginia,
After high sobaol, b wowved ko
fastinaroen, D.0., in 31561, eimply kecacse of a lack
of euployment cppertunizies ab that time.
After rnine years in Washington, 1

realized vhat ¥ wepred to live a different and

slower-paced shviiohme

I bagan wy smining career in 1878,

,

king as A gersyal inside e, opsrating

varicus machinery, apd nod waderyround, and then

L33
abter three yesrs I got my wining cervificate for
wine forsman.

I am currently employed with a

lascdbedding pompany as e wning fngpe
5 ¥ e

Hene i rant i wining o eur

Tivelihood?

Ta 33 years, the average cosl winer hed
the potential o sarn betwsen $8UD, 000, and
$1.3 million, depending on th job datdies, or your
willingmess to work.

& family of four, would contribute
B0, 000 in Pedeval taxes, $635,097% in West Virvginia
Staby taxes, :.md_ 886,008 in FIUA taxes.
Betwaen 1885, and 199%, 5,788 mining 11—4_2

joby wers loab in West Vieginida,

I8 you use the avirage vabe of $B0, 249

peT yRar, per winer, per

e, you smltiply that
tiwes 5, 78% joba -- that is just for thoss four
years -- wa have lost -- West Virginia hss lest

3249, 800,008 in wages. Asd that doesn’t ount for

the oth

2 baxes it paid.

How important iz mining o your

moeppaniry?

T pevently spoid to d small convendenos
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apcrater in Mingo Co

nby, West Virginia, whoe bas a
srove clope o the Marrowbone Developwent that
recently cloned down.

He told me that the ane family vwner of

ig stoyre iz lesin A0 per day in eales, and this

is just ene stove. And you can maltiply that over
tiw induzstry.
1 vhisk soe of the things that ie

i that we can use the We

st Virginia

afety Training Coal Tax

Shast -- you ocan fipd it on thair website page -- and

s that they have

The taxes psid by the coal industry,

ta acal, accountas for over

cf business taxes pald

i

1ig state.

The ccal

wtry pays approximately

£73 wiliion in perasnal property taxes.  Oomal

in West Viruinia econcmy for

of coal severancs taxes

collecked sach yaay, goss directly into the

ie nearly

11-4-5

o

n

b
s

23
3% billizn a yewsr. Ceal ip vssponsible for wurs than
312 willion ammaally in overall sconomic impact,

These ave somw of the facte thab oomes
from Weat Virginia's agencies.

Alwu, I think we need to realize that we
ave all biased. I am biased, and aowe of the ctheyr
penple arvs biased, an well, who have srood up on this
placfors.

I wm bizsed based oo owmy life
experiences. I am blazed bused on wy background, oy
=y apbrinaing, as you wel},,. pleasa.

1 was raised in

Jadeo Christien belief syaten, believiag that ths
creator should bs worshiped and not creatica,

In Cepesis 126 through -31, God gives
man the right end the responsibllities, to subdue
creation, including all living crestures.

Let we explain, I enjoy Sod's creation.

what I see in West

Virginia, and T weally

bslisva that the besuty of West Virginia ie probably

jusi as graab &% any s staba.
It appears thar the environmentaliets
have placed creatiom above and before the crsator,

Genesis 135,

l 11-4-5
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Fitz Steele, private citizen

1 see yrest strides being avewaplis
in the werhods of safe yemoval of wmountaintop
cperations.

OECIALTUS the role of

good ate

sydship.
In the past years, the regulatory
agenties, demasded thet the setervials placed in

valley £ille were on slepe

and be coxpactaed dn

oxder Lo control eresion. caion, of course, we

Rnzew can't

ting material.
sanion, and studies done by 13-2—2
Werl Virginia Universicy smd Vicginia Tech, they have
sow found that if you leave the watervial there very
Iooge, thar it will actuzlly absorb the ground water

as ir falle. That is compen sense.

In the midss of wis mugt find

(S8 ble and acecuntakle te

1 ground snd be resp

ouy shates and commnity, at the pawe time,

provida jobs to enjoy ol

benefits of living in West

Yirainia,

n ground.  Thig common

ground cannot be reached, when we continus to ses the

wxodus of our yourg oh

HE, CHAIRMAN: You nead o wrap up.

oh
MR. WILKERSCN: - leavisyg West Vieginis

and finding enployment in other stahes.

Thask ywu very o

HR. CEAIRBAN: Ohay. ¥#We an

vake a Flyve-mimite brewsk.
The next two, epeskers will be

Pitz Steele and Luke HoCarty.

Riso, remsiher you de wish to spsak,
you need to siun up ab the reglstration table out
frant.

Thark you.

{Breek. )

HE, STEELE: ¥Hy nawe is Pits Steele.
am from Hazard, Rentuoky.

I have besn a coal miner for 29 ysars.

1 aw alee a tressurer fov

Ty Dounty

Industrial Board.

I am aleo oz the board of the Pride
Buavd for Perry Oounty.

I'm vice presidest of the Buskhora Lake
Bowlas's Asseclation.

I am a strony supporisr of sountaintop

amoval for my Family and my communiy.

|1-11

where I live, we wonld not have
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1 it it woas not fer the vosl industry. Our loeal 1 che swanp, it started all over again.

2 heospital, decteors' offices, high sohsol, hotels, 2 As far ae caving for the envivoument, we
3 restaurants, sevaral swall businessss, lerge 3 do.

4 busingsses, Wayes Sy CAT :. . Coal 4 We have wver 300 head of cettle on ouy

G Field Industrial Perk, and airpost, are also builv on 10"3‘2 5 properiy, over 26 hoad of hovses, wany deerp, turhey,
4  hollosw £illa. 6 ooyotss, and we have soms elk chat wonder by, we have
7 Heilow Ei make it possible for our 7 black beare, alge.

8 wegpion to athract wew bus Wichout the leval 2 Every spring in eastern Kentuohky, we

g Jand to kwild snd create Retter living sondivions, # havic a thing -~ we have & commitiee exlled Pride.

10 what would we have? HWe wouldu't have nothing. 18 EBvery spriny wae have a Pride cleanup.

1l We would be depandent on the government it This year 50 people went 23%.4 tenths

1% to cake oat don't owant that. 12 miles, scleaning beth sides of Highway 28, Ve got 531
13 We are x pueud, hardworkisg group of Awssricane that 13 bagys of garkage.

14 Lo work every day, to provide for their families i4 The following week, I waz in the cresks,
1% and communitiss. We do not want to be dependsnt op 15 digging up under ¢ld appliances, dedging copperhesde,
16 uo one. 15 rattleosnakes.

i Alze, 1 would like the definitien of & bxd On pur eide of the hill, we have the

18 siream. I would like o see 2 stream be called & 5_7_3 I8  Kentuckiane for the Uou i
R stream, and a wn-off 3itch, ks called a yun-off 19 did not see one Kenbuek

20 iz 24 um clean it up.

i1 Cosl wss focmed through the 71 Blsa, fueeday night, we had this sase

23 {inaudible) broadening of a swamp many years ago that 22 hearing in our new Eal Boger’s OQenter, and off to the
23 area wan lewval, each seam sisrted when all thar was 22 rvight where you all weve sirting, afvsr the hearing

34 dnnadibla seen wes a

24 was over, we picked up thedir waver bortles, and their
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Luke McCarty, private citizen

o

Diet Popsi bottlse aftop vhat.

2 We ave, at lesst, out there cvleaning

3 after gansrationz before

4 our curgent ones . We do gel out amd o

M GRT

3 How, thsre is a river, it is sslled

up

and cleaning up after

7 Menana River, that drsine arcund The Denali National

E

where Moupt BeKisley is, and v ie a

% glacier-fed rive

11 Ao

2 o 1 came in hers, and
13 it ds a fdsh ealled o burbot, which is sowmsthing like
4 wur wsatfish.

a5 Ther on the salson, 1f they can make it

17 also they die out.

19 we have solar, we have nuciear powsr., You know,

20 is real mafs, what ls golag to happen when a

way up the streaw azd spawn then they de,

Tk

that

21 zerroriete hits one ol our nuclear plants; how many

22 will die¥

2% Thern we have natural gan, We don't

24 producs encugh natursl gas Lo seel our nsode.

even

o

i

i
w

b
i

by
W@

y

Haw, next wenth, Regust 17th,
Bt . Petersburqg, Flerids, ons of our ensrgy
cempitteas, they are golng to sit down, they ave
goling to chub with the ¥ussiana., They ars going to
try to eub a4 desd with Russie to bay nstaral gag off
of thewn to supply ue for power,

We alveady have thar power, it is called
the Middle Bast.

Conl i here. We bave L8 to sopply

power to our country. I wosld such rather have wy

srust and fairh in & busch of ool niners, than

people from the Middlie Hast or Ruseds, to help apd
depend on thew to meet our energy aseds.

I do have an Envivommental Leadership
Award, because T got wut and clsan ir up.  And wy

any does take care of the ewvironwsnt.

et

ME. CHAIBMAN: Luke MNelarty.
The next spsakexr will ke William
Runzon, Jr.

MR, McCARTY: Hy sams is Luke b

Aty .

I have besn a coal miner for 3% years. 1 have b

afttes.

anizn official, safety mine oo
I also own 2 boma vhat hss -~ within the

next bwa, to thres years, will have apppoximat
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LR

arres of strip-mived land within foeur wllos
of =y house draining inte the rivar thab goss by my

ELBEE N

I s pot

o spewsk on behalf of the

srrip mipere, or the ntalists. I am heye

wy family.

T am & £ try to ooavince you

pospple Lo BUop mELEGt ,oAU ain't golng te

hagpen. It adr't geing to nappen.

I am pot

way warting to show you all, but the way the forum is

I can't &2 ik,

New, 7 am going to try to explain it e

yon .

How we hivws a strip mine in the hsed of

thin hollew. We cnt a ditch, and put rook in it

veok, mavbe as big as this podium hare, half as

Lig, of as Pig s this podive.

R

Lovight.  We meke chat sbitoh 36 forn
widke, 4-fest desp. Heow svery foxk, juskt about, will
have one of these in i4.

Thay dunyr © & hollow that hag a

sopacity Lo carty & stream s bhres - to Eouy--leet

wide, about six inches desp ls what it uwavally runs.

How why iz thies dizeh this big?

We ars cetning vid of car water. That
fs what ir e,

Now wy provlew i, this goss down the
hollsw, hite the base of the hollow, we have what we
eall sedinent ponds.

Chay, M. HeCavty, our sediment pomd is 5-8‘2
godnyg to take care of ewerything.

Ko, siry, your sediment pond does not

oo caye of one drop of T4 any stuff we
ofF that £i13, it catehes it Into vhw sediment pond.
That eediment pond runs full all the

I have thres or four picturse hore

ahowing puu that they ren full all vhe vime, snd
there io water running cver off the spillway.

B if it rains, if they have 530 adres

,our 15 - all the water

wnvaversd up thoere, or 3
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E

62
off that, hive your spilivwey, comes dowl the hollow,

over the dawe, a&nd vighe on down to s and whesver

livesz be

5-8-2

Likw is low chat water to

by sontaibed,

leose siowly off of their
progsrty, so that me, swd the other people that lives

welow me, can survive.

Oty th

crgated.

Whenever you o on a job that they hnow

vor Aare nowing, I guavantes yoa then you will be able 5 I 2

e soes just like you cap in this ross,

Bub when you sve aot these, Brother,

Lizren, you better weay you s magk.

And & lot of these £ellows, when they

et Wy s, ave gal St 1 ohave, enly they

prakably have brown luny, instesd of black lung.

Bow I odon’t think vthat anybody besides

me in thin reom, beliswes

tostrip mining is geirng

Lo ke mbappad.

The e vEry aany people in this

r

rowe old, encugh to remenber the 1955 Health and

Safery Jer,

What did

ar? 1 worked in the mines

&

“3

-
t

T

in 1988, de you koow what I heaxd? Thio is g

clig vo
shut mining down.

Lowskis bere, ! an have 34 ymavz later,
and 1 am still kicking, asd I'm scill working in the
eoal wines.

Fomelaody was W

Like T said, I am aot hare to stop styip

mining, it ain't going oo Heppen. You know db, I
4 o & P

kaow it, and the people i this room Rucw it

But you do need to take cars of the

1 that Lives in the arqa of the sines.

Thoey , well, mow yoa bad thie biy

vain, and strip mining had nothing to 2o with dtv.
Tow'k ogeb me wronq, Brother, logging bas a big part
g rvhie, Dogging bre a ssior parr dp what o going
on, bub ows 2y not bers abeour logging - - ws are golny
o let i slide.

Mow we talked abour coal mining, we srve
4

all ooing fo giva our jobs Lo our Rlds.  Sionee baavs

bosen in the

w1 mines, we have losy jobe every
year, We logt them the year befors last, ws loat
tham last veary, we ave goling to lome them next ysar,

Why? Tt aln't because the repsrt you
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William Runzon, private citizen

1 write; it iz geing to e b

TRNSE WE DAVE YT

Ligger

and we 9ot wasbern coal to contend wirh,

3 that is whart is tling coal miniag.

4 T le slowly, siowly, dying.
5 Bub duwer much protestion are you going to

A ogive ws until it iz fiuiehed?

7 werd of God spokean here
¢ Tre name of God -~ the

1 sanw Oed we all worehip -- in a ook called

21 Bewslations, that he

ain £o bhose whe

12 zuin the sarth.

33 Howe Lo angwey to what W
14 bad in damaging thie sarth while we wae here.

15 MR, CEAIRSAN: Willism Runmon.

g r will e any Dixow.
2% is

ig William Runson, Jx.

i3 I ragident of southern
24 ar Yirginix.

o 1 am an esployee of Arvch of Wast

22 Vizginia.

21 I 2m proud to ke an ssployse of hreh of

Z 0 West Vivalria.  ©oam beos woday of wy oen cheosing.

=

ies
By company afforded we the opportunity, but 1 am not
herve to speal on bebalf of Arch of West Vivginie, ae

a whole, I want ke speak for asyself, and my family,

and the relatives, axd the fas and fr (314

13 arvund where I do,

Cur Lifetims has been in the ool
industry, and cur desire to work and zarn a liviney
for our family.

I heard & statewsnt carlier today that
really kind of offendsd we, talking about false
Drnaperity,

The o

induetry bae bean aood four me
and my family, wy ancestors, asd also those avound me
that live in our comemnity.

¥or only do T work for a surface wine
operation, bmt wy house iy Iocezed juet a few hundrad

foer from a coupeting coal company, who la doing a
I 4 gany

surface wmine opers wy house .
They are very sood nelghbove.

I koep hearing about

water, and flesding, and thoue types of issuse; I
live bezide a stream, I live beside the Fope Cresk,

ol at Campue, West Wirginia. I have to say

that opsration alee is a good nelghoer.
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Benny Dixon, private citizen

e

I would juet make an sppeal Lo this body
coday thar you weuld bear the volce of the swall
prople, the peopie rthan iive in the aveas that ave

codng this mining.

I besrd peuple spoak vthat ware from
Elkine, and people that Lived in Huntington. Bub I

Tive in the regios whers T work, and T want te tell

yari that I want be oon @ 1 here. I want to

continue to work thers., I dun't see any other

nity for us in rhat vegion but to mine coal,
and T aw proud of the coepany than 1 work for, and I

think that they do a good “ob at

I thank for che opportunity to spask
roday.

Thank you.

HR. CHAIRMAN: Benny Dixen,

Then the L ospmaker will be

Ceawsy .

HE. DIXGE: Ky same is Renny Dixon.

1 Live hore

Weer Virginda.

-
&
"
&1
o
f}

Logan County.

-

work for hvenk Coal.

—

am proud to say that I bave worked for

11-1-2

e
30 ymars in bhe conl industry, asd 1 don't beliewe

that could have chesen a babter industyry to work in

nhan the 1 industry.
We are o cesponsible indushey. We take
care of the environment.

Aoyt 30 years age, I was asked to

defand this sountry, snd I &4d that with honor and

T o a proud Seerican.

Today, I am #:ill 2 proud Aserican, aod
I will defand it, rhis dob, awd this environwent,
against anybody who wants to taks away wy abilicy to
make a fob wy Jivelibood,

I grew up io eczotern Rentueky.

When I was boy, I buntad and fished, I

wag 17-years old before T sver saw a deer,

1 wus 2imost 25-years old before 1 saw a
wild turkey.
Today, everywhers yon go, you got te be

e

caveful driving down the road that you don't run i
wne .

The best place to deer hunt in Kentucky
and West Virginia, is on strip-mined land.

We kave elk in esstern Kentucky todsy.

It has neb been there for 100 yeawrs. They live on

7-2-2

MTM/VF Draft PEIS Public Comment Compendium

B-179

Section B - West Virginia Afternoon Session



Mike Comer, private citizen

10

chie “stevile® etvlp land, it is not £it for anything

Twagine that.

Vhat dgo L w on?

They live on
graws, trees, Lhet our coal cowpanies have planted.

paing sald, it sounde Iike

& pretty To o,

o @oiv: groups etors us, they

bringing God inte this. I love Sod, and I

Godd, but I balieve God puts coal in these

mraing for et to wine, Lo wmake a living.

The poople thai wa

Lo take it away,

don't heve much for th And I defond wy right.

Soms of the mroupe before ws that spoke

ent Flonda. I hed in on national

ough dessn
Tharleston., 1 des't belleve 1 saw x strip wine
anywhere cloes. Lan anybody tell me where it's at?

Where the vun-off frowm this ¢

rip wine Floodsd

e

e Chaxleston, over asar the ajrport?

1 drove szsund i

e the other day.

I maw a house that was washed off ite foundatisn, not

v

ste 1 livae, T don't haar no

ron far from Wl

blasti

1, 1 don’t ase no orus-off from oo etrip mine.

fod rainsd on Cherluston,
Went Virginia, not Arveh OCoal, not Massey,
So I wowld ask you panel meobers:

Py

towy ability to mske a living in Woat
Virginia. 1 think it iz o Cod-givenw right, and I
will defend it against anybeody whe wantse to take it
away from wms.

Thank you.

HR. CHAIRMAN: #ike Oo

Then the next speaker will be tleleon

MR. food al It is a

plaasure ©o be heve this aftsrpoon.
Hy naws is Hike Sower. 1 am from

Tharleston, West Vivginis, but I was born and raised

down i Bluefield, West Vieginia, Msroer County,

suathern West Viginia,

The sswpa Tize oy grandfather -- both my

dfatbsrs -~ wers railroad en hauled

k2
woal .

iy father was & szalessan for a
diztributor in scuthers West Virginds, and tyaweled

nhe coal flelds all of bie Life. Many times during

<G travel with

the summer, I w
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Nelson Jones, Madison Coal Supply

I

22

L

1 ovan educnted in West

I van say th

Yirginia, and I chba

B bo live in West Viraginia.

Bt the asse bime, fuowm what 1 have besn

able to ses, oorl has been s great Friend o

Yivginia.

Through the contributioas back to the

anities, rhrough the payrolls, through taxes
oaid,

At the pas

ime, now I an asscolated

with United Bank. Unit

d Bank is the lavgest

indeperclent bank in West ¥

inim. ¥ have got
$3 pilling aszets i West Virginia, and about 1,000

cwployaes.

Ar the same pi

:, we ave depsndant upon

the Neat Virginia sce

vy, The West Virginia eccnoiwy

is de

dant upon i, borh 4 tly threugh tase

andd indivectly through payrell,

ne coal.  Our customevs

fur susboners

work in the minas, our customers ars

alzo businesess thab m SO

Av the sase Lhws, we hmve to reprosent

other cuztomers thab have supported, and depended,

and garved the busiresssn dirse

ly in the ooal

industry.

11-4-2

Toal le lwporcans to the part of the

auality af life for our familles throughout
Went Virginia.

Copl e dsportast to our Foture; ceal is
wital Por West Vieginia.

I am happy to say thar I am a friend of
wonl .

MR, CHAIRMAN: Nelson Jomes,

The pext speaker will be Bob Gaves,

afteraosn,

Thank you for ¢ nnity to gpeak

hers. I will be bvief.

1 think the group precsding me, has done
an outstanding job of pessenting our case.

I have lived in Charleston all my 1ife.

Cur company has boen in the coal business for fowr

I think we have been a responsible

enployer. Uur payroll today, primarily in marine

sransportation of coel, exceeds 3186 millipn annusily.
withoot ceal preduction in

Weet Vivginia, it will disinish our cospany. Thers

is ny place for cur ewpioyses &5 go. There s not

any government jobe for thew bheye, thers ars no jubs

10-4-2

11-1-2
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Bob Gates, private citizen

142 133
1 iw vhe chemical ine These avs the only jobs 1 but please lot the vest of us continae te werk,
2 PAY Any winey Weer Virginia. 2 Thank you.
a The chemiosl industry, the government, 2 MR OHATRMAN:  Thanik you.
4 wnd sho owal dndustry.  Thers is induabry 4 O xt. speaker will ba Corky Griffith.

B detr vhat offers a future for ear swployess, please S ME. GATES: I on Beb Cavtes.

% think of that as we are deciding what course onr & I Live in {harieston.

7 wlation will take. 7 Hy deughter was born in Losan County.

& You know, we wesd to attead the : 3 Asm oa Eilmsaker, I have gone down be the
& Confrrenck in New 4 floo areas ard tolked with eoal-fileld residente,
py 3 » talk abost the export of ooal gelng 16 Adecussed with them, and ssked thew wheve Lhey

11 mverseas. Theve isn't any any ineredible flash floods came from, and

. 11 rhought the

Eing about, i the 12 what thoy thoughl the causss were

33 orbed coal ceming inte siis countey.  The wor 13 Serabble Creek, Seny Uresk, Bulgher

14 regulation we place upen cowl produstion here, the 14 Haollow at Domothy, White Osk Creek, walls of watex

'8 lema coal we produce, the wove we lmport. 15 capa down those straams.

e te bad for all of ws. 16 1 have, sot only talled to the 17-1-2
Ve need to do o better job in all thst ) 17 residents, I have locksd st ths wines, I have gone

1% ; bubt pleaze cifer ve the opportunity to work, 18 over the mines, thoese walls of water came from

12 o 6, to maks this 19 mountaintep removal/valley £ills,

e o) Hot to tien the Lybumn dissster a

21 For oweyr 47 yearz, I have attsncded nnd 21 ywar Ryo.

22 articipated iz svents in chis euditorium. This 22 Babwaen mountaintop removal in southern

23 auvditorivm was paid fov, in layge pavs, by the 23 west Virginia, and stesp-slopsd civbering, 47

Z4 wwployers in this avea. Mozt of those are gons now, 24 cosmanities have been destroyed, o damssged; 12,088
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Corky Griffith, private citizen

[

1i4

howas and businmcsses, destroyed and di

apiecd
MR, CHATRMAN: Covky Syiffith.

The rext spea

is B4 Painter.

Kk

FITH . Thank yosn far the

opuostuniby.  Thaskh you, guys
T am & foethall coach, that yecently

Teok a job with BRS cun of 8

Virginia,

aticne for

putlie ve and the

sl dndustay.

on approxicarely 53 different
wings in one wmonth. I oo avcund and I see them all.

T have nob sssn any that ave not trying their best to

cars of the enviross

I aw et g coal winer. 1 am e feotball
onach. How the reasen they hirved me was becauvss I

kaow thoze guys. T koow guys ar A

T know quys at

Ha

oy, and I know guys al Pesbody, Kanawha River

inals, I know thowps people.
Brd everywhers I go, they ave taking

care of the am

anment.  And I kiow becauss bear ave

Tnning over se. I toat Mitford the other day,
and tw0 BEars run over e geiting to a garbage con.

I was up in Clay Ocunty, where I grew

Which 1 & id have wold you where I

7-2-2

£

@

1is
grew up. I ogrew wp in Clay County, do a swall wining
emmanity named Widen,

1 mays old.  When I was 10, thay

vimbeyad rhat place, the creekr wan black, You

Guldn't pwim in it

o ia kack, it

is this big arveund, {indicaningd, Sd-year growth.

The atrzam is ci=an aed x

ng with treut, all

bocauss the coal company w

ap theve and cieagsd it
ap.

FThey wmade ther plase beauriful again.

It e amazing how naturs san refurbish a

SRRty

With the coal peapd

2 help and nature,
it can be done.

Yeu know, I wonlf also write stories for
rhe Charlasten Daily Maeil sbour old high schools that
have disappeared.

Ir the last $0 yeses, the Svate of Wesn
Virginia, beususe our kide hevs o leave, we have

leat 151 high schools.

Laer,  Th s A lob ob people: 151,

And 1 am writisng about Chew, anst 1 sl oup
to 15, And the reasen I am doing it s I want those

21t rowns to start getting redous.

You ave saylug, this s about oocal,

5-5-2

10-1-2
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Ed Painter, private citizen

e

are gane heosege it is about cual, It

Aud soytime vou get a chaneoe bo get up
ine front of thie weny people and say domething, erd
nobody is net golng Lo et yba talk, you need to take

& ohance of doi

nter cver there --

I had him in Tivice in 1969, Ripley High Bchool,
and e hag turned out L0 e guite a gentleman, and

nive-looking wny owvay thers.

o help us with

Dontt fory

sra’ Comp i our

sneny.

Another thing I want o nell you is

thin: I talked te all the coal owners, the biggest

whing Chat they are

2 a2l

at ig over regulstion,

and Workmans'

ut of thoss 52 nines that I have talked

;o Ball of them, 25, are wing about shubting dows

evaunse of owver regulerion, snd because of Workmans®

o't be the enemy, you quys,

I kave got a sguestion for yous  How many

1-12

of you all en the panel Bave over worked In the oo

induntry?

Weutd you ralse yaur hand?

MR CHATRMAR:  Agaln, I zewind you, the
panel does not spswel Questions.

WR, GRIFFITH: ©Oh, I'm soyry.

I dide’t really mean in.

The other thing {s this: If 1 am going

o emach foothall, and § aeed to hmow sowething, I

going to ese Lon Reblen.

I£ I am godng to mine coal, I want to

calk to a coal sdner: they know.

Theoe guys thatl ars gelting up here that
are woal miners kepow, thar yoo don't go get a lawyer

o have a good football team, you go get ancthey good

coach.

Talk to the mis

Talk DREETE .

Thay know what is going on.

Thank you very smeh,

MR, CHAIEMAN: Bd Painier.

Then the next speaker will be Harven
Hilton.

MR PRINY

=

Y shlan My newe B
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1 Paidnter and I Live in Bvrricans, West Vivginia, 1 vemdor servivms Lo the windog industry. BAnd we are 11 1 2
] I have three daughrers, and a son. Twe 2 one of these cowpanias,
1 of wy deughtsre ars streanding Marvahall University. 3 I am the oldest of three boye, Hy

d oas many ok you keow, o 4 mother is n retived schoolteacher, and my fathsy iz a

Lege ls very s

©oEven at a State-suppuried university. 5 vetiyed steslworker. Ny booobers asd I all gracdested
i I am &« aate of West Virginia 5 from State-supported universities.

7 Mmiversity, and I have worked for Walker Machinevy, a Upor gradustice, I wag the only one thst

2 Catwrpd wa for 27 years slunee 4 found employmert in this state, and without the

2 gz ¥ mining industyy, and wmy company's role in eupporting
1 e of our major warkets, 1o the selling i vhat industry, I would have had to have left the

11 of Caterpd]lar earth-moving to the

13 stats, also.

32 and surface mininyg industey. 12 Beuesuse of the wining, I have besn able
12 Molkey Necalnery ewploys nsarly 668 ) 12 ro aveowplish what most of ug wish to accomplish in
14 pecple. Axd a strong coal industry s necessary for 14 our dives: cwn 2 home, wvalss a family, send your

15 sux company, because 1t enahles our company to 15

16 provide 400 high-paying fobs, for some very higbly 18 to eomtinue to e able to do

17 mhilled people that support our equipsment in the 17 than.

12 wmining industry. 11‘1_2 ) 18 I know that wany of you marvel, just as
i Y¥ou bear over and owsr in the press thar 1% I de, at the retail growth at Corrider G. I have

90 mining employwent is down, and yee, diract mining 20 ofren wondered where the peopls and the money copsg
21 ewployment is down.  Bub what you don't besr, is that 21 frow to support that level of growth.

2% s lot of those jobs -- mauy of those jobe, are not 22 Well, I don't chink thatr it is coming
23 divectly dome by the ceal industry to support thaiy 23 o the number of mann cing jol bhat we may
24 wparations, arve pow dene py the companies that offer 24  have bsen able to attrsct to this state in ths last
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Warren Hilton, private citizen

1 devude, 1t comes Drom windng wages, and the componisso

2 that support thst industyy,
3 Thark you.

4 ME. CHAIRMAN: W

n Hil

0.

3 HE. BILDGH: Thank you, gentleman, for

5 ymuy time today, and maax.,

7 T wa'ams, I didn't see youm.

2 Thack you all for coming owt today,

8 Hy nawe is Warren Hilton.

i3 1 =m fyom B . West Virginia.

il T am a very striet envircomentalist.
L2 lov of souvhe drop, at

33 thab poink.

4 I do appretiste wvery wuch the people

15 nbat bave spoken here today, the eavivonmental ps

16 nat have come cut and spoken what thay

]

7 1 alew appreciste Chese ooal miners that

¥ have come onb today.

19 T will give you it

20 Alstery, wy company, wy fazily, was invelwed in the

1 cnal business sl the sazrly »D'a.
22 We had over 1,000 people working in

23 diffarant kinde of businesses, sunh

24 wcat

x5 farming,

¢« buzinzss, the real estats business,

i3

cunvenienc: atores, hotels, tisber business, sporbirg

good, hardware store, borss businsss, constyuction

business, and ewopvatrion busiress, and yes, alss, we

Wi oo liv

Reach Back Bill in 19%2, PFedexal regulations --

regulationsg -- of the winipg industry, have taken us

r mdndng.

Sloee Juy Rockefelley introducsd the

11-1-2

From 1,000 employees, sese of which worked for ma
b g

that are sitting eub in this yoosm today - guite 2

Few of thew -« welrve down to 33,

1iv

1%

ALY 7 ask you people to do g uss a

cowmsn sense . We have Srave and Federsl

vegulatory sgencies lovking afiss mining.

anvivonmental iste wil

wevk,

What we nesd is two, or three wore, ths

. el T oway, we TAR move our

out of bere, we can guit woerrying about sscuarity

s cur kide and our jobs.

We just wast & pl for our kids to

We want aowme kiod of securiny, acws kind of

Vhing like you gertleman bave - snd ledias.

You have s little sesarity in your

fatures and what you ave doing.  That is all we axe

askiog for.

Yeut are lisk

Todey is a gor
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1z2
Loto ous, and I want to give pow just a slight kit of

4 bhisrory.

3 There wae zn Ad 1, in the Japansse

4 Havy named, Yamamoto.

3 He was tiwe guy on the Llagship that
5 fed Fearl Harbor. He ssid -- after he finiehed oo

vl Harbor Day -- we have swoken a sleeping gisnt.

& T thank the « talists today far

9 belag cut heve, but @ think yow mostly for weking the

it slseping giant .

i1 Thank you.

12 MR, CEAZRMAN: That was actually the
33 last card I had fov speakers.

id We de bave sbout 15 wminutes before this
T8 evaning esszion wes plasned to sad.

£ Poes anyone else wish 1o epssk now, ax
17 weuld yew vather walt for the esvening session?

ig He responss.)

iy ME. CEAIRMAY: 1 would like to thank you

e for coming oul this aftsynoon,

“1 Aguin, I will remind u that we are

2% having ancther segzeicn this svening from 7 to 11,

23 The doore will open at $:15, for

24 regdstrat fon,

pVE]

Thanks swoain, asd bave a good afternoon,

aring adisurne.}
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Toewite

2 I, Mich

tary Public and

3 Ot Reporter within and

he State aforssaid, o

4 hogeby owttify thal the testisony of said hes

o and L the tiwz and place
& ppecifisd in the caption hereof.

7 I o further cernify that said

haaring was

Ly taksu by me in ste

o, that the

accurbely Lransoribed sat in fall and
1 reducsd to typewriting, and rthat said trapseript ie a

11 frus vecord of the tesnimeony,

chegse procesdings

1R wers had, and furthey T am aot a relavive or ewployss

% of any athor LA erployad by the parties
17 hegare or Pinancielly istere in ths action,

My commizrion expires the 2uth day of Decsw

Uiven upder my han

L1 Auwgust 2

le 3. Han
ry Public
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L I A A N

PUBLIC HEARING
Draft Programmatic EIS
Mountaintop Mining/Valley Fills in Appalachian
Charleston, West Virginia
July 24, 2003

L I A I A O I A N A

Bvening Session: 7-11
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Mark A Taylor, chairman, West Virginia evening session, opening comments
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APPEARANCES :

Mark A, Tayler, Chairman, US Army Corps of Engineers
Jeff Coker, Office of furface Mining

Mitch Snow, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Russell Hunter, WY Dapt. of Environmental Protection
William J. Hoffman, US-EPA

Katherine Trott, U.8. Army Corps of Engineers

The Corps of Engineers, U.S8.
Environmental Protection agency, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife 8ervice, U.8. Office of Surface Mining, and
West Virginia Department of Eanvironmental Protection,
joint public meeting was held at 7:00 p.m.,

July 24, 2003, at the Charleston Civic Center,
Charleston, West Virginia before Michele G. Hankins,

Court Reporter.
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11

1z
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i4

15

1€
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18
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20
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PROCEEDINGS

MR. CHAIRMAN: Good evening.

1 would like to welcome you here to the
public hearing on the draft Mountaintop Mining
Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement.

We will begin with some general
information about the facilities here.

This is a non-smoking facility. We ask
that you go cutside the building to smoke.

Please note the location of the
emergency exits. In the event of an emergency,
proceed in an orderly fashion as quickly as possible
to the nearest exitg from the building.

The restrooms for the facility are
located out the back doors here; to the left, and
then ta the left again,

Approximately every hour, or go, during
the course of the hearing, we will call for a
five-minute comfort break.

Hopefully, this will provide sufficient
opportunity for everyone to take a break, and no one
will need miss what is said here today.

As you entered the forum, you had to

have noticed the registration table. We hops that
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10

11
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i3

i4

is

18

17

19

20

21

22

24

everyone registered as you came in.

1f by some chance you didn't, we ask
that you take a moment to register before you leave.
People will no doubt be coming and going throughout
the hearing, and thisg is the only way that we hava to
get a reasonable, accurate idea of the public
participation at these hearings.

Even more importantly, if you came here
teday with the intent of speaking at the hearing, you
must complets a registration card.

If you plan to speak and haven't already
registered, please go back and register as a speaker
now.

1f there is anyone who cannot come up on
the pedium to speak, pleage motion for me, and T will
be sitting here at the table and I will bring a
wireless microphone down to the fromt of the stage.

Let ug all be courtecus to the speakers
by turning off our cell-phone ringers, and be
respectful of the speakers, regardless of their point
of view.

Everyone's point of view is important,
and in fairness to all points of view, please respect

each speaker up here this evening.

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

7

With that said, let's move to a more
substantial part of the public hearing.

Ag you may well know, as part of the
December 1998, Settlement Agreement, the agencies
represented here on stage today, agreed to
participate in the preparation of a Programmatic
Environmental Iﬁpact Statement, on the impact of
mountaintop mining and their asgocliated valley fills.

The purpose of this Programmatic RIS, as
specified in the settlewment agreement, was:

", . . to consider developing agency
policies, guidance, and coordinated agency
decision-making procesges to minimize, to the maximum
extent practicable, the adverse environmental effects
to‘waters of the United States, and to fish and
wildlife respurces, affected by mountaintop mining
operationg, and to environmental resources that could
be affected by the size and locations of excess gpoil
digposal sites in valley fills.®

In the time period since the settlement
agreement, the agencies have diligently worked on the
EI8, The agencies' efforts accumulated in the
development and release of this draft EIS document

for public review on May 29th.
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The ugual review period for a draft EIS
is 45 days.

However, recognizing the widespread
interegt in the document, and the need to provide
additional time for the public work their way through
the complexities of its content, we have extended the
time frame for review and comment.

A 90-days public review period, and
comment peried, will closs at the end of business on
August 29, 2003.

This is the second of two public
hearings in association with the development of this
dozument .

The purpose of these hearings is to hear
your comments on the draft EIS.

We cannot respond to your comments
during the hearing.

Your comments will be transcribed, and
we will respond to them in writing as part of the
final EIS.

We are here today to ligten to you. To
hear what you have to say relevant to the continued
develeopment of the EIS document.

We recognize that many organizations,

10

11

12

13

14
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i3

19

20
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and individuals, want to comment. So we have
structured these geasions to offer as many as
poessible the copportunity to do so.

Thig session runs from 7 to 11 p.m.,
this evening, So we may be sure that we have
provided sveryone who may choose to speak an
opportunity to do so, we must limit your speaking
time to five minutes.

Some of you may have more comments than
can be addressed in five minutes.

If so, you are encouraged to submit
theae additicnal thoughts and comments in writing.

You do not need to speak hers tonight to
submit comments.

You may submit written comments to
Mr. John Forren, U.8. EPA, 1650 Arch Street,
Philedelphia, Pennsylvania, 19103, through the close
of the comment period, on August 29, 2003.

This address is located on the flyer
that you received at the registration table.

We have also provided a comment box at
the registration table.

If you choose to, you may place your

written comments on the draft EIS, in that box, and
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we will pee that they are considered, along with the
other written and oral cowment.

As we continue with today's public
hearing, we would like te take a few minutes to make
you aware of some of the ground rules for this
hearing, and describe how we intend to proceed.

As indicated on the sign-in into
building, for safety reapong, and so that all of the
participants can see at the public hearing, we have
agked that everyone please refrain from bringing in,
or displaying signs, banners, or posters, into the
building.

We ask that you please be courteous as
others ave sppeaking, and refrain from expreasions of
gupport, or opposition, to comments a speaker is
making.

Oné of the things that I noticed, when
you applaud for a speaker, in the earlier sessions
today, you take away from their time, let's please
not do that.

As we proceed through the hearing, if
you have a need, for whatever reason, to reference
the draft BIS, or appendices, copies of these

documents are available for reference in the foyer,

18
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11
entrance way.

Also, if you did not already receive a
D version of the draft RIS document, & limited
number of ¢0's of the draft document are available at
the reference table at a first-come, first-serve
basie,

1f we run out, and you weuld like to
receive a copy of the CD, you may also leave your
name, and addreps, with the person at the reference
desk, and a CD of the draft document will bs mailed
Lo you.

As previously stated, im order to speak
at this hearing, you must register at the
registration desk in the foyer, or the entrance way
indicating your desire to spsak.

If you did not come here inteénding to
speak, but change your mind during the course of the
hearing, you, teoo, must register at the registration
desk.

Our planned five-minuta comfort break,
approximately every hour, should provide an
opportunity for you to register to speak, if you
haven't already done so.

You may not register to gpeak, and then
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give any portion of your speaking time to anyoue
else.

If you speak, and do not take the full
five minutes allotted, we will proceed with the next
speaker on the ligt.

No one person may speak more than once.
We will be calling out the names of those people who
signed up to speak in the order of which we received
them,

I will announce each person, as well as
the next name.

In order to keep things moving ag

efficiently as possible, as a speaker is coming up on

the podium to speak, the next person to speak is
asked to move towards the podium, and sit here at the
bottom of the stairs.

Again, you must limit your comments to
no more than five minutes.

At the four-minute mark, we will hold up
a card indicating that you have one minute remaining,
80 that you can begin winding up your comments.

In fairness toc everyone who wishes to
speak, when we hold up the card indicating that your

time has expired, please snd your comments.
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If you have more comments, or just want
to gubmit written comments, you may place them in the
box at the registration table that was provided for
receiving written comments, or mail tham to the
previously identified EPA Philadelphia address.

Again, all comments will be transcribed.

We ask thoge that are speaking to pleasee
speak clearly, loudly enough to be heard, and be
mindful of the fact that the transcribsr is trying to
catch everything you are saying.

Also, please direct the microphone
towards you, it ig kind of directional, so pleass do
that, each person that comes up,

If the tyanscriber is having difficulty
hearing, or understanding what you are saying, they
may gtop you, and ask you to speak up or repeat what
you have said.

We ask that you begin speaking by
clearly stating your first and last names, and
indicating the coamunity, and state that you are
from.

®hen transcribed, the oral comments and
written comments will be incorporated inte a Comment

Summary Document, and will be a part of the final EIS
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Mary Ellen O’Farrell, West Virginia Environment Council
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document .

All comments will be considered in
development of the final EIS dopument,

Copies of the Comment Summary Document
will be available upon request in assooiation with
the publication of the final EIS document.

Again, I would like to emphasize that we
all be courxtecus to the speakers,

The first speaker tonight is
Mary Ellen O'Farrell.

The second speaker will be
Chris Hamilton.

If you all would like to come on
forward.

While they are doing that, I will ask
that each of the agency representatives up here at
the table to please introduce themselves.

MR. COKER: I am Jeff Coker with the
Gffice of Surface Planning.

MR. SNOW: Mitch Snow. U.8. Fish &
Wildlife Saxvice.

MR, HUNTER: I am Russ Hunter with the
West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection.

MR, HOFFMAN: I am Bill Hoffman, with

1

3

149
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the Environmental Protection Agency.

MS. TROTT: Catherine Trott, with the
Corps of Engineers,

MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you.

MS. O FARRELL: Good evening.

My namé iz Mary Ellen O'Farvell.

I have lived almost all my life here in
Charleston., I am a native West Virginia.

This year, I am the President of West
¥irginia Environment Council, and I congider myself
an environmental extremist.

I cannot claim to represent the points
of view of everyone in the Envirommental Council, but
I think the ideas that I will present, are certainly
understend by the membership of the Environment
Council,

I think the most silent fact about
mountaintop removal mining, as it is practiced in our
state, is that in our state alone -- according to 5"'7"2
curfant practices -- over $00 miles of mountain
streams and waters have been destroyed.

This is morally indefensible.

Coal mines do not have the right to

aquander the future of our children.
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Chris Hamilton, West Virginia Coal Association
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Qur children and grandchildren will
depend on these waters for health, for beauty, for
recreation, and perhaps for life itself.

In the Middle East, people are wmurdering
gach other over water rights.

in the western states, in our country,
people are in court over water rights,

This is only going to get worge.

Ged has blessed our sgtate richly with
abundant waters.

What will we say to ocur children when
they ask us why we allowed this squandering to take
place? We can say, Honey, I'm sorry, but the Coal
Association said that it just had to be this way.

Or maybe we could answer, Yes, it is a
shame, but Massey said that it would be so much
harder to do it any other way.

Mountaintop removal mining, as it is
currently practiced in cur state, is obscene. It is
a blasphemous sacrilegious offense against this world
that God has made.

Thank you very much for these five
minutes.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Chris Hamilton.
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And then after Mr. Hamilton,

Scott Gollwitzer.

MR, HAMILTON: (ood evening,

I am Chris Hamiltom, Vice President of
the West Virginia Coal Asscciation.

Lifelong resident of West Virginia, and
I ¢currently live in Charleston here.

I speak to you tonight to urge the
adoption and implementation of Alternative 3, which
contemplates a mine permitting process, which is
based on the idea that all proposed mining pesrmits
are considered Nationwide Permit 21.

Central to this alternative approach,
the overall permitting responsibility, rests with the
state's SMRCA agency. This is the best possible
strategy, to maximize sfficiencies among government
agencies, and within the mine permitting process
itself.

We maintain that matters involving
adminigtrative control, accountability, and
consistency, are also optimized through this
approach.

Furthermore, the alternative benefits,

for all parties involved, being government, citizens'

12-1-2
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aroups, ccal miners, alike, here in West Virginia.

Before proceeding further with my
specific remarks, I would like to first of all
compliment all four Pederal agencies, and the State
agency, for a job well done.

In large measure, due to your diligence
and professional appreach with this comprehensive
study, we now have a document before us that provides
the needed scientific evidence, and regulatory
justification to assure that West Virginia's coal
industry, will remain a viable part of the country,
and the world's energy mix.

The EIS, as drafted, will also assure
that thousands of West Virginia coal miners are
earning a living here, put their children through
school, food on the table, and continue to work and
live in cur mountain state.

incidently, they also hunt, and fish,
and enjoy all of the recreational benefits that we
have.

We support the draft EIS. wWe believe it
embraces current regulatory, and compliance
programming.

It clearly upholds existing extraction
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technologies, and recognizes that they're minimal and
temporary impacts can be adequately addressed.

Finally, it recognizes that you can
develop your energy-rich resources amd tourism
industries, while maintaining a high level of
environmental laws.

Under the third alternative, which we
advocats, the program and agency best gualified and
gituated to review and issue mining permits, would
finally be empowered to do s0.

The State's SMRCA authority, has the
expertise to train personnel, and most importantly,
the practical, on-the-ground knowledge of mining in
West Virginia, that gualify them as the wost logical 1“1
agency to lead the permitting process.

Under Alternative 3, these attributes
are finally quantified by Federal agencies, realizing
that West Virginians are best suited to make
decisions that affect the future environmental state,

as well as the state of the local statewide economies

here in West Virginia.
In fact, the only real difference that
we ascertained between Alternative 2, which tends

to -- at least it appeaxrs for them to say -- be the
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government's preferred outcome -- and Alternative 3,
which the coal industry is advocating, is the
coneclidation of permitting authority under the
$rate’s SMRCA agency.

All of the environmental process
benefita, such as £ill minimization, the development
of reforestation guidelines, enhanced flooding
svaluation procedures, will continue, if Alternative
3, is implemented. 1_4

If one considers the technical
complexity of this SMRCA permit application, and
regulatory review in conjunction with the findings of

the EIS, implementation of Alternative 3, ig clearly

the logical conclusion.

The SMRCA process in and of itself, ig
one of the most detailed and complex environmental
regulatory reviews in existence.

The State of West Virginia has added
details and complex rules to its mine regulatory
program, that clearly exceeds corrvegponding mining
Federal regulationa, or any other approved program
found in any other place, or any other jurisdiction.

More detziled data collection and

analysis is required of the mine applicant of West
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Virginia.

Clearly, we have the most complex
determination process that exists anywhere in the
nation.

We have equally demanding requirements
with respect to flood control, post-mine land use,
valley £ill construction, bend-release applications,
and many other areas and aspects of State law that
are too numercus to mention.

The state-issued SMRCA permit,
especially as administered in West Virginia, is so
detailed and full of environmental analysis, that it

clearly is the equivalent of an individual Section

404 permit.
In cloging, I would just like to say --
AUDIENCE MEMBER: Your time is up.
MR. HAMILTON: Choose the third
alternative.

Thank you.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Scott Gollwitzer,
The next speaker will be Larry Emerson,
Larry Emerson.

MR. GOLLWITZER: <Can you hear me?

It is a rhetorical guestion actually

12-1-1
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becauge you never listen.

My name is Scott Gollwitzer.

Where I am from is irrelevant. I am a
citizen of this country, and this is a public
meeting, and I am going to speak.

Looking. at you, it is great to see five
agencies, four Federal and one State agency.

¥ou are not separate, though, you are
the same. We have a term for that that is building
in the environmental community, it is called the
ammendustry.

This refers to the inexplicable ties
between the Bush Administration and his campaign
contributors.

I just wanted to thank you, and bring
that to your attention.

1 am not here tonight to critigue the
EIS. It is not my function hers tonight. Nor am I
here to discuss the varicus human rights violations
and devastating environmental impacts of mountaintop
removal.

People who are going to spsak after me,
will share those thoughts with you and I ask you to

ligten to them.
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Tonight I am here to remind you each on
the panel of what your responsibilities are,

To do this, let me begin by reminding
you of what your responsibilities are not.

You are not here to do the bidding of
the ammendustries, nor are you West Virginia's
Economic Development Commission.

We heard lots of talk this afternoon
akout the economic impacts of your polices; that is
not your function.

It is not to dismiss, on my part, the
economic problems in West Virginia. I am not here to
do that, I feel for the gentleman who spoke sarlisr
about EPA putting him cut of work several times.

I would have to say that because of my
employment -- and that is as an attorney for an
environment group -- the EPA is keeping me employed
by the same token.

I wigh they would step.

2o back to reminding you of what you are
supposed to be doing.

You are each charged under very unigue
environmental laws with protecting human health, and

the environmsnt, period.

* MTM/VF Draft PEIS Public Comment Compendium

B-200

Section B - West Virginia Evening Session



Larry Emerson, Arch Coal, Inc.

24 25

1 That ia what you are charged to do. 1 been working directly on reclamation reforestation

2 As you listen to these folke articulate 2 and habitat restoration projects, primarily in the

3 their stories of devastation and human rights 3 southern part of the state.

4 violations, and injustices, T ask sach of you to 4 1 would like to make four specific

5 reassess your current role in keeping these 5 points related to the terrestrial components of the

6 injustices upon these people, and destroying the 6 EIS.

7  environment upon which they depend, and the 7 The RIS correctly points out what we, in
2 environment in which they live. 8 the regulated community, have understond for several
] Please do all that you can tonight, and 9 years, and that is that the existing SMRCA

10 in the future to end this eco-terrorist act. 10 revegetation rule, were developed primarily to

11 Thank you. 11 control ercgion, and less so for sucgessful tree

iz MR. CHAIRMAN: Larry Emerson, 12 growth.

13 E-M-E-R-8-0-N. 13 The smphasis on erosion control is now
14 MR. EMERSON: That would be me. 7 14 changing and new methods are being developed to meet
15 MR. CHAIRMAN: The next speaker will be 15 the challenge of soil compaction, and composition, 7 5 2
16 Bill, I am going to spell it, G-0-R-Z. 16 competition with nervacious cover, and other issues, e
17 MR. EMERSON: fThank you. 17 that directly influenced successful tree growth.

i My name is Larry Emerson. 18 The coal industry is committed to

19 I Iive in the Charleston area. 12 effective and practical methods of improving

29 1 am the Director of Environmental 20 reforestation success.

21 Performance for Arch Ceoal, Inc., the second largest 21 As evidenced by many privately funded

22 producer of steam coaul in the country. 22 research and demonstration projects currently

23 I have worked in the ccal mining 23 -underwvay.

24 industry for nearly 25 years, most of that time hag 24 For example, the National Mine Land
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Reclamation Center in Morgantown, in cooperation with
Cantennary Ceal, and Arch Coal, is currently
conducting field demonstrations to develop
cost-effecrive methods of utilizing various soil
herizons, and native-tree ppecies, to establish
productive forests on reclaimed sites,

However, the agencies, and the publie,
must understand that there are some landowners who
wish to have other land uses for their property after
the mining is complste.

Landowners wishes must be given some
difference.

To the extent that landowners desire
forest land on the reclaimed property, the industry
stands ready to help develop the rules and
techniques, that will achieve that objective.

Point two: One of the studies in the
EIS examine tree succession on reclaimed sites, by
ceunting the number of stems within measured sections
of reclaimed sites,

The results of the study concluded that
tree succession was limited to areas immediately
adjacent to undisturbed woodlands, Howsver, there is

& significant short-coming in the study design as

7-5-2
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indicated in Appendix E, and I quote:

"The mine area studied was not designed,
engineered, reclaimed, or revegetated with the
post-mining land use of forestry, commercial or
otherwise. ¥

Therefors, the conclusions drawn from
this study might be tempered with the fact of sites
examined were never intended to be forest land.

80 my question is whether this really is
an objective study design.

Point number three: In September 199§,
the U.8. Fish and Wildlife Service concluded formal
comgultation with O8M, pursuant to Section 7 of the
Endangered Species Act, of mountaintop mining
operations in the studied area.

This programmatic consultation led to
the issuance by the Fish and Wildlife Service of a
biological opinion and conference report, that found
surface coal mining and reclamation operations,
inducted in accordance with properly implemented
State and Federal regulatory programs under SMRCA,
would not likely jeopardize the continued existence
of the listed, or proposed species, or result in the

adverse modification of designated, or proposed

7-5-2
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critical habitat.

We understand that the EPA is currently
in the process of writing a biclogical assessment,
relative to the preferred alternative in the EIS.

The industry encourages the EPA to
develop this biological assessment consigtent with
the Service's opinion, and allow public comment on
this decument before implementing it in theix
entex-agancy coordination efforts.

Peint four: Ron Canterbury, a scientist
at the Scuthern West Virginia Bird Research
Institute, has done significant long-term research on
migratory nec-tropical birds in the studied area,
particularly in the southern West Virginia coal
fields.

In fact, $4 million in experts, have
indicated that his research represents the most
comprehensive information of this gecgraphic area.

Dr. Canterbury's vork has shown no
worthy increases in some, or more, species, in and
aropund oldex wine sites, In part, bscause of the
eaxly successional nature of vegetation.

In short, the panel should take a broad

view of the migratory bird issves and congider that

8-1-2
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reclaimed gites play an important role in some
species.

In summary, the industry gupports
Alternative 3, and I thank you. 1_‘4

MR, CHAIRMAN: First off, I want to
apologize beforehand before 1 butcher too many
pecple's names. I will do the begt I can on them,

Bill Goxz?

MR. GORZ: Gorz.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Ckay, thank you.

Then the next speaker will be
Nick Carter, or Carver?

MR. GORZ: Good aftexnocon.

My name is Bill Gorz.

I am from Asheville, North Carolina,
western North Carolina.

The reason that I am here today so far
away from my home, is that this is not a local
iggue.

The fact is, mountaintop removal is not
limited to West Virginia, and it is spreading all
over the southern appalachians, particularly into
Eentucky, and Tennessee.

Where it affects peopls that live in my
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area.

Pollutiona from the Tennesses Valley
Authority of East Tennessee Coal Plan, is killing the
Smokey Mountain National Park.

The American Lung Association has
determined that over 6,000 pecple a year, died from
polluticn-related respiratory digorders in western
North Carolina alone.

1 am very sure that sort of gpecific is
not limited to the western North Carolina area.

A large portion of those 6,000 deaths
can be directly attributed to obsolete coal plants.

Recently, the Tennasses Valley Authority
announced that because of their new anti-pollution
rechnolegy, which they had to put in because the EPA
sued them, and they were facing large fines, more
than any of you here make every year, every day,
becausz of the pollution.

They put in new anti-pollution
technology, we all thought that was going to be
great, but then they decided that they could uge
cheap high-gulphur ceal from the Cumbsrland Plateau
and that wouldn't overcome the pollution limits.

So instead of lowering pollution, and
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lowering thops 6,000 deaths a vyear, they are opting
instead to increase their profits.

We have to wondsr why Federal agencies
would be interested in their profits. They are not
in the profit-making industry.

Certainly, the coal industry is all
about profits,

They know about the American Lung
Association's statistics. They don't care about
people, they just care akout profits.

Again, the reason why I am here, and
what this has to do right here and now, is that if we
allow this project to go forward, it will just
encourage the industry to expand to other areas.

1 was rather surprised -- I guess I
shouldn’'t have besen surprised -- that on the EIS 8
there was no option for no mountaintop removal, which 1’
there should be, in my opinion.

There has been lots of talk about jobs,

with little t ht, or no thought given to what the
sccial costs of what those jobs are.

rimps and crack dealers provide jobs
too, but we generally oppose those jobs because of

the sccial costs.
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Let's think about the social costs of
the jobs that are provided.

Thank you.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Nick Carter.

The next speaker will bz John Snider.

MR. CARTER: My name ig Nick Carter.

I am president and chief operating
officer of Natural Resource Partners.

1 live and work in the Huntington,
Tri-State area, We are a publically mastered limited
corporation that owng and manages coal and timber
products.

I also serve as the president of the
National Council of Coal Resource, which is a trade
agsociation for companies like mine.

The EIS seéms to assume, without
detailed analysis, that coal companias that permit
and ming coal have the ability to control and utilize
the propertiea after mining is completed.

This assumption is incorrect.

In cnly a small percentage of cases do
ccal companies that miné the minerals own the land
that it mines.

In snearly all cases, the coal company

19-3-2
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leases the mineral from a company like ours, or from
a family, or from heive to the property.

These leases give the mining company the
right to occupy the land for the purpose of the
lease, which is the extraction of the mine.

Many of these leases expire
automatically when the mineral has been mined.

An additional problem, what does not
ssem to have been considered by the EIS, is that most
of the land where the mineral is being mined, is not
controlled by only one owner.

For example, in many -- maybe most
cases, the owner of the mineral doss not own the
surface, may not own the oil and gas, and even if it
owned the surface, may not own the timbsr, or the
trees that are growing on the property.

Most mines today are not on a single
propexrty owner, apd the company has leases from
wvarious owners. They may have as many as 30 to 50
leages to wmake up one mining blocok.

Additionally, the mining company must
reach agreement under the law, with all of the
surface owners above the mineral that they mine.

This may be many different -- many more different

19-3-2
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CGWNErs .

The actual mineral cwners consist of
corporations, partnerships and individuals who have
amasead their mineral holdings of areas over a long
period of time, some dating back to the 19th century.

If the type of land-use planning and
post-mining land use, that the EIS recommends is to
be accomplished, then it will reguire the
participation of the mineral owners, and most
importantly, the surface owners, in addition to the
coal company.

The preblem with the post-mining land
use plamning that most people want, is that it
reguires the landowner to be able to project,
sometimes two or more decades into the future what
the market potential will be for a particular
property.

Bezause we do not have a cxystal ball,
these predictions are inherently risky and difficult.

In fact, they are so risky, that one
would question the business judoment of someone who
sbeut huge sums of money necessary to develop a piece
of property today, for a use many years in the

future, not knowing whether the demand will be there

1-6
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for that use.

Coal companies engaged in surface mining
can, with the consent of the surface cwner, do a
rariety of things on the gurface in the course of
mining.

If a particular parcel is located on a
major highway, or near a large population center,
then the chances are high that there will be a
significant potential for commercial development.

This suggests that the land should be
mined with a variance to ALC.

In addition, if major infrastructure in
the form of electric utilities, substations, power
lines, roads, and septic gystems are located on the
land to support the mining, we should think carefully
why this infrastructure should be removed, as the law
requires, in the course of reclamation,

On the other hand, if the mine gite is
remote from commercial centers, as most mines are, it
makes more sense to adopt a reclamation plan that
minimizes future erosions, reduces the potential for
downstream flooding, and creates a diverse habitat
for animals and plants.

In conclusion, it is unwise, both

10-3-2
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economically and environmentally, to insist on a
one-size-fits-all approach to post-mining land use.

We should observe three principals,
respecting the preferences of the owners of the
urface in selecting post-mining uses, incorporating
into the permitting process, a flexibility to modify
post-mining land uses after mining has commenced, and
relying on the warketplace to guide these decisions
as opposed to a bureaucracy that has never built a
development, or created a job,

MR. CHAIRMAN: Sir, your time is up.

MR. CARTER: Thank you,

MR. CHAIRMAN: John Snider.

Again, the next speaker will be Kent
DesPosher.

MR. SNIDER: Good evening.

My name is John R. Snider.

For the past two years, I have been
employed as the Vice President of External Affairs,
Eastern Operations, Arch Coal.

Prior to that, I had worked for four
years in the West Virginia Dewvelopment Office, the
last two serving as Executive Director.

I have over 25 years of experience in
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the field of econemic developmant in the atate of
West Virginia, and northern and central appalachian
coal fields.

During my time with the Developument
Oifice, I assisted with developing the rules for the
West Virginia Coal Field Development Office, and
agsisted in funding of several post-mine land-use
projects.

I am a certified economic developer.
Today I am speaking on behalf of the Coal
Asgociation.

I would like to discuss for a few
minutes the Gannett Flemming document "Final Case
Studies Report on Demographic Changes Related to
HMountaintop Mining Operation,¥ long name, but short
topic once you get to it.

It offers some interesting conclusions
which relate to a lot of economies in trangition.

It is a report that really could have
been taken and located anyplace in the United States
during the same time frame.

West Virginia, as a whole, like many
other areas of the country, has been goinyg through

transition. That transition has expired in many ways

10-1-2
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over that time frameé, in showing us changing from
heavy manufacturing and mining, to service jobs, a
reduction in job pay, reduction in employment, a
reduction in population.

Gannett Fleming made setveral assumptions
baged upon census tracks, not necessarily on areas of
employment, or other items. Long gone are the days
where the miner worked in the same town, or census
track, where the mine is.

Minsrs travel, miners are paid very well
today .

Stop and think: Do you live and work in
the same census track, or the same avea?

Gannett Flemming's report was bagically
o 50 and 100 hous2s in one cengus track, not a very
ilarge community.

No matter how you leok at it, it ig not
a geod example of what should be talked about. This
study only includes the economic impact of that small
area, Whether it be the mine itself, ox what happens
post mining.

Several other issues must be looked at
in a different light when you review this report, and

what is happening in today's time frame.

10-1-2
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One; The population of Wegt Virginia is
declining. Tt alse is declining in the aix
communities, or six censue tracke shown in the
report; no surprise.

Two: The United States population has
for several years been changing from an
industrial-based economy, to a service-oriented
economy, 1o real surprise to anyone that understands
the economy of West Virginia.

During the time of this work, we saw
many of our high-paying industrial jobs go offshore.

We have seen, and continued to see, a
coal production shift in central Appalachia, to the
Tygart River Valley.

As we discuss coal production today, we
are sseing that shift go offshore. We are receiving
wore coal every day from foreign sources, very
similar to what is happening in oil,

Three: As our country changes from
industrial service, we are sseing many of cur fine
employess being left behind.

West Virginia has traditionally been a
heavy industrial atate, which included at its heart,

the preduction of glass, steel, chemicalg, timbering

10-1-2
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and mining.

West Virginia has been impacted
negatively more than any other area in the country,
because of its lack of diversity of its econcay.

Many of cur industries and mines have
cloged over the past few years.

For the average, West Virginians have
aged these past few years. We are the oldest group
of psople in the United States; we are the oldest
state.

Congequently, our school-age population
has fallen.

Very few areas in West Virginia are
gaining populaticn, and the 14 counties in this area
are no different.

Did Gannett Fleming tell us anything
when he wrote this report, or did he take it off the
shelf? I think he tcook it off the shelf.

Overall, Gannett Fleming did a fair job
describing what wasg transpiring in those six
counties, as well as across West Virginia, but this
ig something that could have been done anyplace.

What we really need is the capability to

transform flat propertieg into future diversified
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10-1-2

19

11

12

13

14

13

16

17

18

13

21

22

23

24

41
economy for southern West Virginia.

We have to be able to have legitimate
post-wine land-use properties available. This repgrt
has to allow that, and we believe that Alternative 3
will allow that to happen.

Thank you, very much.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Kent DesRocher.

The next speaker is Randall Maggazd,

MR. DesROSHER: My name is Kent
DeaRocher, mine President and General Manager of Arch
of West Virginia, located near Yolyn, West Virginia.

I worked in the mining industry for 18§
years, and then in the southern Appalachian area for
approximately 10 years. I reside in Chapmanville.

T would like to make some remarks
regarding post-mine land use.

Over the past several years, coal
companies have begun to help diversify the econcmy of
the 14 ccal-field counties.

Through the development of post-mine
land sitesg, including such diverse projects as
industrial parks, golf courses, racetracks,
recreational areas, commercial figh facilities,

housing and public facilities, additional jobs are

1-4
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being provided for our neighbors until then.

With the assistance of the West Virginia
Coal Field Development Office, we are now even more
capable to plan for the diversification of the
econcmy in the coal fields,

All 14 counties have suffered in the
lack of transportation amd developable acres for many
yeaxs.

The transportation routes are all
improving with the upgrading of USAi19 and Interstate
77, coupled with Interstate 64 and 79.

Through the development of the King Coal
Highway, and the Coal Field Expressway, will further
increape development opportunities.

The mountainous terrain in 14 counties
is also slowed growth im the area. Industrial,
commercial, and housing sites have been at a premium.

The development of flats, and gently
rolling sites, will assist in the growth and
stability of the arsa.

Charles Yule, of West Virginia
University, lists six provisions for new land uses,
and land-use opportunities.

Mr. Yule indicates that most potential

10-3-2

12

13

14

is5

18

ig

13

21

22

23

43
future mountaintop mining areas will be reclaimed to
varicus forest covering.

The current rules relating to commercial
forestry, must be reviewed to allow for a highest
fuel assessment.

The rules must also be reviewed with
respect to compaction, competiticn, and composition
of soils.

Recent studies would indicate that the
best method has not yet been propoged to prowvide the
best opportunities for commercial forrestries.

Much discussing has occourred over the
past several years, regarding post-mine management
for agriculture, such as vineyards, animal
production, greenhouse farming and agriculture.

Most of the sites where agriculture has
been proposed, has not occupied the entire site, and
approval of multiple uses will be reguired,

For example, let’'s say that the primary
post-mine land is used as a vineyard, which would
occupy 50 percent of the property.

But since this is an agricultural
project, this is a higher and better use, the

remaining portion of the property, must be allowed to
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be developed into support areas, pasture land, or
habitat, which would not cempete with the primary
higher uge,

The study projects a significant acreage
of land suitable for developing post-mining land
usss, will result from future mining under all of the
mining scenarios,

The only way that the 14 counties can
gignificantly change the economy of the arsa, is the
development of large sites capable of supporting
multiple uses.

Mine scenarios that preduced many acres
of flat to gently rolling land areas, can provide the
opportunity to diversify and improve the econowy of
southern West Virginia.

Mr. Yule is correct when he gtates that
davelopment limitations, such as poor accessibility
and infrastructure proximates will continue in nearly
all of these arsas.

These issues will require the
development agencies and the environmental agencies
to think cut of the box.

Such issues of the use of mitigation

famous for water and sewer projects, should be
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considered if there is a desire by the invalved
parties to redevelop and diversify the area.

Smaller sites, less than 50 acres, will
do little to diversify the economy of the 14
counties,

The environmental regulatory agencias,
must work closely with planning and development
agencies, when considering post-mine land use.

Here again, in order to allow for
divergity and stabilization of the econowy,
regulatory agencies must think outside the box.

Higher and better use, must be gite
specific, based on wmany items normally associated in
the planning documents.

1f you want 14 counties discussed in the
study to diversify their sconomy, they must be
allowed to create land suitable for development.

The site must be of pufficient size to
make it worthwhile to provide the necessary
infrastructure required for development .

with the event of a responsible
Environmental Impact Statement, and a desire by the
Federal and State regulatory agencies, to provide for

affordable energy, while providing sites for future

10-3-2
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economic transformation in the 14 counties, we can
provide a positive outcome to the citizens of West
Virginia.

In summary, large-scale surface mining
can help support the development of infrastructure -~

AUDIENCE MEMBER: Tinme,

MR. DesROCHER: -- access, and sites
necessary for future development to allow for
divergification of the economy here in West
Virginia.

Thank you.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Randall Maggard.

Then the next speaker then will be
Michael Morrison.

T can keep time, thank you.

AUDIENCE MEMBER: How about hearing from
some citizens?

HR. CHAIRMAN: GCo ashead, sir.

MR. MAGGARD: Hello. My name is Randall
Maggard, from Dunlow, West Virginia.

I am the manager of Environmental

ompliance for Argus Energy, & mining company located
in southern Wayne County, West Virginia.

#e have operated on a reserve base of

] 10-3-2
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approximately 60,000 acres, or about 100-square miles
since 1987.

We have disturbed only approximately
3,000 acres, a mere five percent of our complex. But
since that time, we have mined over a billion dollars
worth of coal, and provided gecd-paying jobs for over
230 miners and contractors.

Now our jobs are at risk.

The permitting quagmire created by

frivolous lawsuits, and court judoments have created

indefinite delays, and such unpredictability to
sustain a viable mining operation.

We cannot get permits issued.

When the KIS was first considered, I
think the regulatory agencies first thought it would
be simple. The streams below valley f£ills and our
mining operations would totally be void of aguatic
life, but that wasn't the case.

In a nutzhell, the most sigmificant
findings in the EI8 were that there is less mayflies,
and a detsctible amount of selenium downstream of a
mining operation.

They blame this on mining, but these

same effects have been found downstream time and time

5-5-2
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again, b2low any man-made development, whether it be
xead construction, housing, commercial areas, and in
particular, cities and urban areas.

Just a mement to put selenium issue in
perspective, I have in my pocket here, a bottle of
pelenium that I purchased at Rite Aid drugstore that
ig recommended as a nutriticmal supplement .

The detectible amount of selenium in
water is .00l parts per million. Bach of these
tablets contain .200 parts per million of selenium,
over 200 times the detectible limit. The limits that
are discussed in the EIS8.

The average value of sgelenium detected
would require a person to drink about five gallons of
water directly below a valley £ill to get the same
concentration found in this single tablet that is
recommendsd for nutritional value.

1 am confused.

But in c¢losing, I would like to note
something that is not said in the EIS. The air in
West Virxginia is cleaner than it has ever been in the
last S0 years. The water is cleaner than it has been
in the last 50 years, and yes, we even have more

forested acres than we did 50 years agoe.
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So, please, let us mine coal and adopt
Alternative Number 3,

MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Morrison, and then
the next speaker will be Larry Emerson.

MR. MORRISON: My name is
Michael A. Morrison.

I am from Barboursville, West Virginia.

. I have been a native of West Virginia
all my life. I love this state. And I have lived
here and care about my environment .

What I am seeing is devastation.

I am really sick of it. It turns my
stomach, ﬁut I am going to offer solution here. It
is called tourism. If you all know what that means.

If our streams were cleaned up, we can
have cance rentals, canoeing, hiking, mountain
biking, we have the Appalachian Trails right now,
which is going to draw and invite tourism. And that
iz a good example.

We can do more here, if our streams were
cleaned up. We have got nice streams in this state.
¥We are a unigue state with streams.

I am telling you, you all just don't

care. You all don't care,
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¥You care as much about it as George
Bush, that King George, that Son of a Bush,

Thank you.

MR, CHAIRMAN: Our next speaker will be
Julia Bonds, Julia Bonds?

Then the speaker after that will ba
Lawrence, B-E-C-K-E-R-L-E, maybe?

MR. GIBSON: What happened to Larry
Gibson, Buddy?

AUDIENCE MEMBER: Yeah, I thought Larry
WaB next.

MR. $3IBSON: Yeah, what happened to
him?

MR. CHAIRMAN: I am going through the
carda in order by the numbers that were given to me,

MR. GIBSON: What?

MR. CHAIRMAN: I will be going through
the cards, as I said earlier, in order as the numbers
that were given to me., They are numbered and given
to me as those people signed in. That was the
nurbers we are going through.

MR. GIBSON: I was the first one that
signed in.

MR. CHAIRMAN: I will check on it for

10

11

12

i3

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

51
you,

MS. BONDS: My name is Julia Bonds. I
live in the Coal River Valley in gouthern West
Virginia.

My family and I have been hexs many,
many, years, and many, many, generations,

1 am the sister, daughter,
granddaughter, and great granddaughter of coal
miners.

My home is in the heart of your study
area, and in the belly of the beast,

The beast, is the greedy, irresponsible
coal barrens, and for us, regulatory agencies and
politicians, that serve as the meals of this beast.

I congsider the draft EIS, the blueprint
for continued assault upon the people of Appalachia,
A declaration of war upon children, their children,
and God's creation.

Ban mountaintop removal now. I 1«9

This BIS encourages the coal industry to
continue to use Appalachia, and her children, as a
national sacrifice zone.

This EIS did not study the cumulative

|9-4-2
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gocio-economic impacts of post, present, and future
valley-£fill mining.

How did you study environmental justice
impacts?

The truth is, you didn't.

You merely dismissed the cultural
comsunities, the people, and the property being
destroyed by this mining method.

You just dismigsed it.

I demand a revigsed Environmental Impact
Statement, that includes cumulative impacts;
cultural, social, emotional, spiritual, and health
problems of the communities of people affected by
mountaintop removal,

A tetal cultural study already exists,
Thie study by our Dr. Mary Hufford is available at
the Library of Congress,

Dx. Hufford, Doctor of Nephography, is
doing research at the University of Pennsylvania.
Our mountain culture has been here long before white
settlers came, and long before commercial ceal mining
began. And cur culture will be here long after the
coal is gone.

We believe that many people in
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mountaintop rewoval effect people who guffer from
Postryaumatic Stress Disorder, from blasting, and
flooding, and the i1l effects of mountaintop mining.

How dare you dismiss the suffering of
low income and the wminority people of Appalachia.

How dare you dismiss and defy the
Executive Order dealing with the environmental
injustices on the low income and minority people.

How dare you do that.

Your own study says that this area is
well above the average in poverty, and unemployment.

Where ig the study on the socio-economic
problems of this area?

Why are the pzople in the coal-rich
counties the poorest people?

Wwhat are the actual costs to ths
communities and the people that suffer the effects of
wountaintop removal?

This mining method affects the very
poor, and the powerless, and the oppressed people of
central Appalachia.

Economic development on these artifical
sites is nonexistent.

only 94 percent of these destroyed

10-7-2
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mountaintops are ever given any economic development
for the affected -- the affected -- communities,

Show me economic development, in Boomer
Hollow, in Bob White, in Montcoal, in Prince. Show
me, show me something.

In the last six months, two schools in
the Coal River Valley, both surrcunded by money
Magsey mining permit, was closed, sending our
children on very, very, long bus rides, and one of
thoge schools is at Montcoal.

Where is the money, and where is the
support of the coal industry then?

The Raleigh County, Board of Rducation
eaid it dees not receive one red cent that coal has
for education. But coal says it gives.

So who is lying? I would like to see a
report on that.

The scientific svidence of this study
shows that mountaintop removal is environmentally
ingane, but the recommendations by the administration
ig to make it easier for gree&& ceal companies to
destroy everything,

Your report makes an airtight case

against your conclusions.
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Your report, and your conclusion,
strongly contradict.

Did a complete idiot write the
conclusion?

As a fellow Christian, I challenge
President Bugh, to come to the coal-field hollows of
central Appalachia, and talk with the blasted, and
flosded, and the poor, and the oppressed people
impacted by mountaintop removal.

I ask President Bush to investigate his
agencies.

Ne true Christian would allow thess evil
abuses to continue.

I am sure once the Presgident discovers
these crimes against the citizena of Appalachiz, he
would stop mountaintop removal.

Ne true God-fearing man would allow
these c¢rimes to continue.

MR. BECKERLE: I am Lawrence Beckerle.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Aftrer Mr. Beckerle, the
next speaker will be Nanette Nelgon.

MR. BECKERLE: Good evening. My name is
Lawrence Beckerle, I live in Nicholas County.

I have a number of diverse interests and
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I am involved with a number of different
organizations, which I will not necessarily get into
tonight .

I would mention that my first
gurface-mine reclamation project that I got involved
in wag in 1972, and I have been looking at ispues
involved with surface-mining reclamation over a
number of years, and a number of capacities, before
SMRCA was invented and thought of, and I have worked
in a number of different states.

Two concerns I have: One, is that when
you make your decision that you realize that there
are a number of variables that are upon what can
happen with a valley £ill, or mountaintop mining.

That you congider all those variables,
which I will try te include in my written comments,
because sometimes we confuse issues, then it becomes
conclusions wh;n we are muddling, and at war with --
involving so many variables.

The other thing that I have experience
in seeing is that the type of regulations that we
pass, and sometimes they have unintended
consequences, and can have a large part to do with

what we end up with.
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To give you a couple of examples, I can
wall remember when OSM had interim ragulations
prohibiting any depressione larger than a square
neter in size.

It was there for a few years, then it
disappeared, thank goodness. But it was there for a
time period.

West Virginia has a drainage handbook
that is designed for how water should be controlled
off of the surface mines, and so on.

That originated for urban construction,
highway construction, and so on. 8o the primary
emphasis of that drainsge handbook is how to control
watex to take it off the site,

In fact, there is a rule in this
drainage handbook yst to this day, that prohibits any
depressions be any deeper than two-tenths of a foot.
That is a very small distance, twe-tenths of a foot.
So you deliberately create a site that is dry. In an
urban situation, it makes sense because you don't
want to have the mosquitos.

In a surface mine, you want the
mosquites as the base for the food source.

There was also some question about what

5-4-2
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is an impoundment .

8o with svery little structure being
congidered an impoundment, even sediment ditches are
removed after mining. And so on the operational
side, the coal operators, when you try to talk to
them about building this type of structure, or that
type of structure, pay why build it, if we aravgoing
to have to destroy it to get our bond released?

So we need to look at those kinds of
igsues. As a result of thome types of things, thers
are burn-up pools, and ephemeral pools are very rare
on surface mine arsas.

Wet metals are rare, wet forests are
rare, absorption terraces are basically unheard of in
this state, a zero run-off bench and berm systems are
unheard of.

To illustrate my point, I know of no
crayfish farms in any surface mine in West Virginia.

Fow that might seem strange to some
people that I would even mention that. But If
somenone wanted to put a crayfish farm on, the only
thing that the DEP and the regulatory people would
ilcok at is what the economics are behind crayfish.

They would not consider that c¢rayfish pools would
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help reduce flooding, weuld help provide a food
source for wildlife, and so on.

So, there needs to ke other things
congidered into these projects when you look at
crayfish farming, and look at the other bensfits that
can result from those.

There has been an cveremphasis on
perennial grasses, including nonnutritive, and other
grasses that are pot productive for wildlife.

And one of those disadvantages of that
is tha; by contrast, if they would emphasize a
nitrogen-£fixing plan, it would increase the earthworm
population, which would help make the scil more 7’5"2
productive, and help increase infiltration, help grow
better tress and sc on.

By the overemphasis on nonnutritive-type
grasses, instead of nitrogen-fixing plants.

We have delibsrately made these lands
nonproductive, and that is very unfortunate. We need

to change that.

My minutes are almoat up. Gosd grief.
But to give an example, if we had --
another thing that would help us to decide these

isgues -~
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1 AUDIENCE MEMBER: Time.
2 MR. BECKERLE: -~ would be grade
3 limitations, it would have described those, and we
4 could make better decisions.
5 Thank you.
& MR. CHAIRMAN: Our next speaker is
7 Nanette Nelson.
8 After that, we will be taking a

9 five-minute break.

10 MS. NELSON: WMy name is Nanette Nelson,

11 and I liwve on Big Coal River in Boone County.

12 When I sat down last night and thought
13 ahout this meeting, I became both sad, and angry .
14 The very subject of MTR, causes such
15 extreme emotions for true ccal-field residents.

16 Those of us who have lived in our

17 communities for many generations, are at one with the

18 land,

19 My family has been in Boone County since

20 the 1700's.

21 Not many people can understand this
22 concept; you just have to know our hear;s.

23 I want to impress on you the true cost

24  of MIR.
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We hear that the DEP, EPA, and other
agencies, plus the industry, want to rely on
so-called scientific data.

But the data always peems to suit their
wants and their needs, Certainly not the coal-field
residents.

How do you gather scientific data on
people; thelr feelings, their hopes, their dreams?
You cannot.

Thig BIS statement iz a sham, and it is
a disgrace to even present it to the people of this
state.

You want to talk about economic
dewvelopment; where is it?

According to the DEP website, thers are
363 active mining permits in Boone County.

They say that MTR sites are made into 10-3‘2
econcmic development sites; where are they?

There are 7% active MITR sites now, and
I doubt that there will ever be any kind of economic
development on Big Coal River.

Our county has terrible conditiong

around the MIR site. Property values have gone down. 11"3"2

People could never get enough out of thelr homes to
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buy an eguivalent home elsewhere.

People have worked all of their lives to
have a home, only to see its value go to almost
nothing.

Whitesville and Madison are only ghosts
of what they once were. Everywhere there is MIR,
community death soon follows.

People have left because they can't
etand living in the conditions caused by MTR.

Ouxr schools are closing. We have lost
many schools in our county in the past few years;
need 1 say more?

They say MTR 1g wonderful for wildlife.
If it is so wonderful for wildlife, why are they
coming down into our yards looking for food? They
never did that before,

You never hear a whippeoorwill anymore.

Big Coal River used to be full of
freghwater muscles; they were huge. They were
everywhere in the river. They are all gone now.

You have poisoned, and polluted, and
blasted, and dusted the environment to death.

Not to mention the unprecedented

flooding that is cccurring somewhere every time we
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have a rain event.

This used to be rare. Now it is
becoming common place. And who is paying?

As usual, FEMAR is called in and the
Federal tax dollars are used to try to help these
families recover, but even thie is a sham.

FEMA doesn't even come close to paying
enough to putting these poor people on the road to
recovery.

Some of these families will never have
normal lives again.

And again, the cral and the timber
companies get off scot-free.

Where is the justice in this?

When is this ever going to end?

When you have destroyed the lives of
everyone, or have run the rest us off so that you can
run free of rein to do whatever you want, with no one
to sue.

I truly believe that this is your goal.

You wish that we would all just go
away. But Bill Rainey, we are not going anywhere, so
don't get your hopes up.

You say that MTR is a safer mining
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method; for whom?

I imagine that it is for the pexson
sitting in the biy air-conditioned pieces of
equipment. But what about the people who have to
live around these sites?

Remembar, thessz folks didn‘t move in on
you, you moved in on top of them.

Is MIR pafer for these residents?

I think neot.

I want you to knovw something, I am not
against coal mining. I am against irresponsible
mining methods.

My husband worked underground for many,
many, years. The true miners knew the dangers and so
did their families. They accepted that danger.
These men exposed themselves to dangers every day.
They exposed themselves, no one else,

They are true, brave men.

The people who work the MTR sites, may
have a safer job for themselves; however, they are
putting innecent pecple in harm's way.

The little children, the elderly, common
pecple, and even babies yet unborn, are in dangexr

around these sites. And you c¢all this a safer mining
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When you put people in harm's way that
are not even connected tc the mining industry, to
save your own behind, I call that cowardly.

Thank you.

MR. CHAIRMAN: We are going to take a
five-minute break. The two speakers after the break
will be Larry Maynard and Vivian Stockman,

One thing when you return from the
break, if the speaker is already speaking, let's be
courteous and be really guiet when you come in and
sit down,

In about five minutes, we will be
starting again,

Thank you.

{Break.)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Let's get started.

As I said before, our first speaker will
be Larry Maynard.

Our second speaker will be
Vivian Stockman.

As we are a1l sitting down, let's
remember to be real gquiet for them.

Thank you.
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MR. MAYNARD: Thank you.

My name is larry Maynard. [ am from
Delbarton, West Virginia, and the founder of DECAF,
Delbarton Environmental Community Awareness
Foundation.

1 would like to talk a little bit today
about jobs. Now having jobs, does not justify the
outright destructicon caused by mountaintop removal
mining. N

If MTR is banned, then the companies
will have to £ind alternstive and less destructive
ways to extract their coal; right?

Jobs will be there, and plentiful,
possibly mere jobs than before.

If thisg form of mining continues, then
our enviromment, and this area, will continue to
suffer while the CEO's become rich and the West
Virginians, they just stay poor.

West Virginia ig becoming the coal
industry's toxic waste dump. Coal waste impoundments
that hold slurry, should really be classified as
such.

Selenium compounds, arsonic, and othex

hazardous chemicals, make up this sludge.
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There are geod forms of chemicals, and
bad formg of chemicals. Like selenium, for instance,
and chromium compounds. Like some forms of chromium,
body builders uge it, while others cause cancer.

And this stuff gests in our watersheds.

Some of the things that I want to talk
about -- gome of the primary effects from mountaintop
removal is destruction of vegetation, our natural
water streams, the animal habitats, the bsauty of our
envireonment that surrounds us all. And the future of
timber, or any wood-producing jobs, just to mention a
few.

Also, water-well depletion, homes being
flocded throughout the valleys, dust that comes from
the large coal truocks that barrel down our roads, the
increased weight limits to destroy our roads. And
who picks up the tab for that, the coal industry, or
the citizens?

They cannot conatitute their actions
toward our environmment just by making level land, and
a few jobs, even if they do pay their fair share of
taxes.

Thank you.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Vivian Stockman.

1-9
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Then the next parson will be Larry
Gibson.

MS. STOCKMAN: I just want to triple
check that it is okay that I talk, because I heard
there was grumbling because I spoke already this
morning, or this afterncon?

MR. CHAIRMAN: There is nothing in the
rules that says you couldn't speak at the different
sessiond, so go ahead.

MS. STOCKMAN: All right.

My name is Vivian Stockman. I am with
the Chic Valley Environmental Coalition. The
original intent of the envixonmental impact
statement, as published in the Federal register,
was:

. . . to consider developing agency
policies, guidance, and coordinated agency
decision-making processes to minimize, to the maximum
extent practicable, the adverse environmental effects
to waters of the United States, and to fish and
wildlife resources, affected by mountaintop mining
operations, and to envireamental resources that could
be affected by the size and locatibns of excess spoil

digposal sites in valley £ills.®
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The draft EIS -- the recommendations in
that draft, fail, they utterly fail, to fulfill the
ariginal intent of the EIS.

And I wonder if that is because of the
people like J. Steven Guiles, and Michael Cagtle, who
possibly were allowed to even write these
recommendations.

This afterncon, I heard people say that
they don't believe the MTR is involved in the
flooding in southern West Virginia.

1 guess they haven't read the DEP, and
0SM studies that say otherwisme. I guess they don't
believe the people vwho live in the flooded areas,
downstream from mountaintop removal. I guess, they
just don't believe what those folks are paying.

No, MTR is not responsible for all of
the flooding. But the studies say, and reality
shows, that it does indeed make flooding much worse.

We have heard a lot of ¢omments about
how great mountaintop removal is for the state
because it provides flat land for economic
development .

How can that possibly be true? Right

now, we have probably over 300,000 acres of blown-up,

1-5
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treeless, soilless, rubble-strewn former
mountaintops, just waiting for the long touted
economic development.

Thege wastelands have some ponds with
stagnant water, not to mention the ceal-waste flcood
lakes, but a good supply of fresh water, one
essential for economic development just isn't
available, because the blasting has reéked havoe on
the ground water, and of course, the streams are
buried.

Remember, too, that most of these
flatlands that the industry touts are hundreds of
feet above any existing infrastructure, are municipal
roads and former DEP head, Michael Callahan admitted
that less than two percent of the sites that have
already been obliterated by mountaintop removal, have
had any sort of economic development.

Yes, there are some projects on some
mountaintop removal sites, but why in heaven's name
do we nesd anymore, if we already have over 300,000
acres sitting around, flat acres.

We do have a couple of golf courses, a
high school, whose gym sank, and they had to get the

Jaws of Life out to open the doors. Some built that

10-3-2
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have been having stability problems, too.

For instance, in Kentucky, there is what
they are calling now a “sink-sink". It is a prison
that over $40 million of taxpayer money has gone into
stabilizing the site, and the towers are leaning,

It is turning out to be the most
expensive jail ewver built in the United States. BAnd
that is the showcase of mountaintop economic
development site.

At last year's Coal Summit in this very
building, a hydrogeologist noted that in the Coal
River basin alone, there are about 95,000 acres of
obliteratsd mountaintopsz and buried valleys,

That is enough flat land to provide all
of the following: Five, %,000-acre recreational
parks; Ten, 1,000-acre prison sites -- since that is
going to be cur great economic development -- five,
500-acre shopping malls -- I don't know where all the
shoppers will come from. 160, 100-acre trailer
parks -- and I guess that will relocate all the MTR
flood victims. There would still be 400, 50-acre
school sites -~ not that there are any students left.

80 that #till leavas about 5,000 acres,

which we could make the monument park for the West

10-3-2
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Virginia Coal Asscciation, so they can show people
how great mountaintop removal is for West Virginia,
one of the poorest states in the nation.

The EIS needs to address the fact that
West Virginia already has encugh barren, waterless,
soilless, flat land.

We got enough.

Thanks .

MR. CHAIRMAN: Larry Gibson. Then the
next speaker will be Julian Martin.

MR. GIBSON: Here I see -~ on this
stage, I ses 08M, FWS, WVDEP, the EPA, COA; we don’ﬁ
have no CFO. That is what ig called CF(C, actually,
for -- Comeern for Citizens.

We have these here ~- a lustrous group
up here of people who are supposed to be representing
the State of West Virginia, and the group of psople
here -- I don't see them doing anything that is worth
their while here.

Also, we wag talking about --

I heard -- while we was sitting there talking --
I had other things to say, but I want to talk about
this one.

We have heard about the decrease in the
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population of the coal fields, the nmumbar nf peopls
or ¢itizens in the coal fields.

The only thing that I don’t understand
ig, if cecal is 80 good, how coms we're losing our
citizens in the coal fields? How come people are
leaving?

Also, how come we have such low income? 10—1-2
How come we have such low education in the southern
coal fields? How come we don't have any
infragstructure? How come we don‘t have city services
for everybody in Logan? Things like that, we don't
have it,

Another thing I want you all to
understand about mountaintop removal, it is not only 10_2_2

destroying our mountaine, it is interfering with our

mountain way of life.

Now I mean, we have, around my area, in
our mining area, or the mining around my mountain, we
have mountaintop aﬁ about 2,000 feet., My land stands
about 6- oxr 700 feet above the sites.

But we have -- because of the
mountaintop removals, and the underground mining, we
have mine cracks that just happen to be up there the

other day, too. And this is several times now
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they've filled these mountain cracks up.

But I called the Surgeon General's
office the other day, and I left her a message, We
have people in harm's way over here in Clearfork.
and I called her, and I made a refersnce to her to
find a way to put these people out of harm's way, so
that she could ensure their safety, to make sure
their 1ife won't be in danger.

We have nobody here on this panel just
concernad abeut the citizens, If you did, you would
be going over renting these homes over there in
Clearfork that's empty, and living down below those
mountains, where the floods did not happen.

Of course, it is obvious that floods do
not happen in the coal fields.

Another thing that I mentioned about the
jobs here; Gosh, now I've got to help Chris Hamilton
out here, because the jobe, here in the coal fields,
I think we have lost about 150,000 miners in
West Virginia. And I heard Chris up here say, We are
providing jeobs for the pecple in the coal fields.

Well, I think if we keep providing jobs
at that rate, we won't have to worry about the coal

company, they will put themselves out of business.
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And ancther thing, if Chris Hamilton
endorses this thing that you all put together, it
can’t be good for the citizens.

It can't be goed for the citizens.

I am going to the office and I am voting
against this. Because if Chris is for it, I got to
be againgt it.

MR. MARTIN: My name is Julian Martin,

MR. CHAIRMAN: Just a minute, sir. I'm
sorry.

After Mr. Martin, Janet Fout.

Ckay, Mr. Martin.

MR. MARTIN: My name is Julian Martin.

I am the 2th generation that has lived on Ceal
River, We live in Charleston now.

My people came here arcund 1800. We got
here before ceal did.

I would like to see the people that want
to destroy our mountains, are moving in on our
homeplace.

I would like to lodge a complaint with
this panel: I wam the second person to sign in
tonight. Larry Gibson was the first. He was the

first person to walk through that door; I was the
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Chris Hamilton was not in that room out
there. He walked in here about two or three minutes
before the thing started and he spoke second.
Now that shows you how low the ceal
industry will stoop. If they will cheat on stuff
like that, for Gud's sake. Now that is really tacky;
isn't it? I mean, that is character, isn't it? That
is who you are dealing with. These are the kinds of
people that you are dealing with.
They would steal from their little
sigters.
They would push their mother down the
Btairs in a wheelchair.
I want to complain about the fact that
your econcmic study was not a broad -- did not cover
encugh years. I want you to go back and do this 11 —€)~:Z
again, I bet you love to hear that, don't you?
¥ou will get some information from me
about Bill Mackey, who used to be the head of the
Board Service, in West Virginia. And he resigned in
protest against mountaintop removal.
He said it was akin to a disease like

AIDS. That is what he said.
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This is not a tree-hugging radical,
cut-of-gtate environmentaliast, okay? This is a man
who believed in ¢lear-cutting, for God's sake.

He says that mountaintop removal is akin
to a disease like AIDS, Why was he not interviewed
for this? Why was the information that he has not
included in this study?

This man was a was a prominent figure in
thig state, and in this business. He knows what he
is talking about. He said that 300,000 acres had
been destroyed already. And he said that for every
acre, you can get 200-board feet of timber that is 1 1‘(5‘:2
new growth. That ig the new growth per acre.

I am sure it is an average, okay?

Multiply thoge two numbers together,
300,000 times 209, comes out to 60-million-board
feet. That was in 1997, this estimate he wade.

That €0-million-board feet of timber
could have been cut on what has alveady been
destroyed every yeaxr, forever.

Not just one, every year. That is just
the new growth. You could have cut that and not miss
it.’

Now, if this whole mess doubles, as this
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raport claims, it's godng to -- if mountaintop
removal doubles -~ then by the year 2013, I think it
was, in 10 years, or something, it is going to be
around 200-billion-board feet of timber logt every
year, forever.

Every year. Not one, but every damn
ysar, and that is if they quit mining right then.

They are destroving the hardwood timber
in West Virginia. Fall is going to disappear. All
the trees are going to be the same. They are going
to go with the cheap trees, where they can grow real
fast, and dom't change occlors. They don't want to
mess with that. We're all going to look like Oregon,
you know, you're going to have green and yellow, that
is it. )

So I beg you, I plead with you -- I know
I am pissing in the ocean -- I beg and plead with you
to reconsider the economic astudy.

Do a long-tearm economic study. Not just
about the coal industry, about everything this is
costing us.

Foxr God's sakes, they are destroying the
future use of these places.

These are waptelands. Get a grip.

11-6-2
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These are horrible looking places; these are not
close calls.

This is the worst environmental crisis
in the whole world.

There is not another mountain range in
the United States that has had 300,000 acres
destroyed. Nowhere. It is an outrage.

and I wish I had another hour.

I want you to offer other options,
Enforce the law as it is, If you did that, it would
stop them in their tracks.

Do away with thoge damn national
permits that say that a valley £1i11 has a minimal
environmental damage.

Good God, don‘t let them dump anything
in any stream. It is craziness.

‘There are 147 years of underground coal,
acoording to this rveport. Let's do it underground,
with the pillars left behind @o that the top doesn't
cave-in, too,

Row, I talked today to a DEP person, and
he said that it locks like they did all that reseaxch
and then jusgt ignored the damn thing in their

recompendations .
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I know that there are people in your
departments. We know them. We know who they ave
thers. You know, there are moles. Deep Throat isn't
anything. You can‘t trust anybody over there.

They are on our gide.

They tell us that this is a bunch of
bullshit.

Thank you.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Janet Fout.

Jamesa -- I believe it is Maynard.

I am Janet Fout. I work for the Chio
Valley Environmental Coalition.

I am a life-long resident of West
Virginia. My daughter is seventh generation.

I just wanted to remind folks here on
the panel a little bit about the National Environment
Policy Act of 1969.

The purpcse of the Act basically says to
encourage, productive and enjoyable harmony between
man and his environment. Promote efforts which will
prevent or eliminate damage to the environment and
biosphere, and stimulate the health and welfare of
man.

This is the foundation for this EIS
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process, and there are three parts of this that I
think are very wmuch being neglected by the EIS.

It sgays that you should ensure for all
Americans safe, helpful, productive and aesthetically
and culturally pleasing surroundings.

I don't think that there is anyone who
has ever besen to a mouritaintop removal site, who
would say that mountaintop removal, as it is
practiced in West Virginia, does that.

That you should attain the widest range
of beneficial uses of the environment without
degradation, risk to health, or safety, or other
undesirable, or unintended consasguences.

What I read of the EIS, pays that there
are many consequences, and they are very negative
consegquences to water quality, to habitat for
wildlife, for communities, for pecple who live near
blasting.

There are numercus, numercus, impacts.

That you are to preserve important
historic, cultural, and natural aspects of our
national heritage, and maintain wherever possible, an
environment which supports diversity and variety of

individual choice.
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There is very little in the EIS, as it
is currently stated, that covers the cultural, or
historic losses.

I would suggest to you that since your
EIS containg -- at least two symposiums -- put
together by Federal agencies, and the coal industry,
that you alse include the proceedings from the
Citizens Coal Summit that was in 2002, held here in
Charleston.

You will learm a lot about the cultural
impacts, and the impacts on people's lives.

Also, just some something -- the reason
why I think mountains need to be preserved in West
Virginia.

Thege are the words of Wendell Berry:

"The peace of wild things,

¥hen degpair for the world grows in me

and I wake in the night at the least

gound, in fear of what my life and my
children's lives may be,

I go and lie down where the wood drake

rests in his beauty on the water,

and the great heron feeds.

I come into the peace of wild things

10-2-2
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who do not tax their lives Qith
forethought of grief,

I come into the presence of still water

And I feel above me the day-blind stars

waiting with their light.

For a time I rest

in the grace of the world,

and am free."

There is very little in your Draft EIS
that talks about those kinds of impacts. When all of
eur mountaing are gone, when all of our streams are
filled, where will we restore our souls?

And also, as long as I've got time, I am
going to mention a few other things.

1 think there is not nearly enocugh in
the draft EIS to address the concerns about
coal-slurry impoundments. I actually have three
photographe that I will leave with you.

These are go close to many communities
and in these particular photographs show how close
they are.

Here is a little known economic fact of
coal. 1In 2002, for every $100 a miner which makes

$50,000 a year -~ a CEO of Massey Energy rakes in

10-6-2
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approximately $13,600.

So somebody certainly is benefiting from
mountaintop removal.

1 ;anced to mention something about the
Alternatives. The reason Alternative Number 3, is so
attractive for the cecal industry and which I think
that is definitely the wrong way to go. That is a
fast track.

That means that everything is given a
rubber stamp, nationwide permit. I think what Julian
wenticned before, thig is for minimal adverse
environmental impact.

The coal industyy likes this because it
is the quickest -- is a strategy which enriches their
bottom line, and so that is why they prefer that.

We don't prefer that.

In fact, we believe that mountaintop
removal should be banned. There might be lots, and
lots of laws, like Chris Hamilton mentioned before.
But unfortunately there doesn't seem to be anybody
who has political will to enforce the laws. Whether
it is AFC laws, flcod control, bond release, or you
name it.

Finally, thers was some mention about
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Mark Canterbury's study, and what is a freguent

decline in this nation wherein we have a prime
habitat.

Meuntaintop removal will destroy and
fragment --

ME. CHAIRMAN: You are out of time.

MS. FOUT: Well, thank you.

MR, CHAIRMAN: Thank you.

MS. FOUT: I will submit written
comments .

Thank you very much,

MR, CHAIRMAN: James Maynard.

And the next speaker will be Donna
Price,

MR. MAYNARD: My name is James Maynard,
I am in Delbarton, West Virginia. I just don't like
the way they are tearing our wmountains up, £illing up
the hellows, and stuff like that.

It is not real good, or you know,

The environmental -~ and stuff like
that, and the trees, and stuff, tearing it up.

I have seen it all. I have seen trees
tore all to pisces and just thrown over the hill and

covered up and everything else.

1-9
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Donna Price, Coal River Mountain Watch

1 What do you call them dams, and atuff

2 like that? I have seen them, too, and they ain't no

3 geod.
4 That is all I got to say.
5 MR. CHAIRMAN: The next speaker is

6 Donna Price, and then the following speaker is Frieda

7 Williams.

8 #S. PRICE: My name is Donna Price, and

9 I am from Dorothy, West Virginia, in the Coal River

16 valley.

11 First, let me say that I am absolutely

12 against the mountaintop removal method of coal
13 mining.
14 This massively destructive mining

15 methed, has eradicated hundred of thousands of

16 Appalachian hardwoed forests, and replaced thewm with

17 worthless grassland.

18 It =liminates miles of precious

19 hesadwater streams, and then theére are these massive

20 valley fills. Composed of waste rock and dirt that

21 ias blasted from mountaintops, and dumped into the

22 nearest valley.

23 And by the way, for everyone who calls

24 valley fills usable flatland; West Virginia is the
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Mountain State.

These mongtrosities are contemptucus
insult to cur heritage.

Runoff from these £ills degrades our
tributary streams and ¢logs them with sile.

Recent studies tell us that all of these
things contribute to the dangercus flash floods, that
have become a plague across this region over the past
several years.

Now none of this is news to you people
who live near mountaintop remeoval; we are seeing
these things happen. We live with them svery day.

We know what is happening, to our land, and our
homes, cur commmities, our schools.

We know exactly why our highest
coal-producing counties have the highest unemployment
rate, and the highest poverty level in the state,

We all know these things. And you know
about these things, teo. You may not be comfortable
with that knowledge, and you may choose to ignore it,
in order to make your study accomplish what it has
been designed to accomplish, which seems to be to

keep the cecal industry profitable.

17-1-2

10-2-2

But you could never say that you don't
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know about these things. It has all been explained
to you numerous times during these public hearings,
and I think that this EIS is a shawe and a sham.

And I see people all over this region
becoming more and more frustrated and angry at this
administration, and these agencies, have failed in
their duty to prevent this irresponsible destruction
of our land and our water.

One more thing: This dirty little
secret is no longer confined to the hills and
hollows of central Appalachia.

The ravages of mountaintop removal
mining, and the devastation it is causing to our
land, and water, and our people. All of these things
are being made known to citizens all over this
country, and the outrage is growing.

Blowing up mountains is becoming a
decidedly unpopular method of mining cecal. It is ton
destructive. It violates the principles of the Clean
Water Ackt.

It ig becoming unacceptable to the
people of this country, and it will be stopped.

Thank you,

ME. CHAIRMAN: Frieda Williams. And

10

11

1z

13

14

1%

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

83
then the next gpeaker will be Bill Price.

When you come up, ramember to speak into
the microphone.

Thank you.

MS. WILLIAMS: I am glad to have this
opportunity again.

I say, no to mountaintop removal. i 1-9

Evan those who work in the mines are
affected by the damage that illegal and irresponsible
coal mining has on the citizens of the ceal fields.

Over just the past two years, many howes
have been destroyed by flooding that has come from 17_1_2
mountaintop removal sites and by valley £ills that
overflow.

No one knows how much water is stored in
our mountaing. I wish we did.

Throughout the coal fields, abandoned
deep mines have been filling with water for more than
50 years, Research from the University of Kentucky, 5_2_2
established that water contains more than 60

different chemicals, all of which are polluting our

drinking water.
We know only too well what the problem

ig. We know what it will take to solve the problem.

MTM/VF Draft PEIS Public Comment Compendium

B-233

Section B - West Virginia Evening Session



Bill Price, Sierra Club of Central Appalachia

10

i1

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

ig

20

21

22

23

24

We have the proof through the Governor's Flood
Committee Report, and the natiomal report on coal
slurry damage.

These reports have taken more than two
years to complete. 8o why the delay on putting the
solution into place?

The people of the coal fields need the
answer yesterday., Profits for a few, is not good
encugh reason to let this destruction continue.

I1f you really want to make a decision,
don't take anyone else's word, come to the coal
fields yourself.

More than 80 years ago, Mother Jones
said, "There is never peace in West Virginia because
there is never justice."

Unfortunately, that is still true
today .

Thank you.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Bill Price, and then next
one will be James Chajmacki. I will apologize for
that name, now.

MR. PRICE: Can you hear me? Because I
want to ghout it to the rafters, it is time to stop I'S)

mountaintop removal mining.
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My name is Bill Price, and I am the
environmental justice resource coordinator for the
Sierra Club in central Appalachia.

I am a proud member of the Coal River
Mountain Watch, and I am a resident of Dorothy, West
Virginia, living smack down in the middle of the
southern coal fields of West Virginia.

I must tell you that I came here
reluctantly. Not because of any threats, or
intimidation -- because we weren't going to listen to
that -- but because I know that the Bush
Administration, and the Environmental Protection
Agency want us to come here, say our peace, and go
back and live under the valley fills again.

And I know that this EIS is a shame and
it ig a sham, and the Bush Administration just don't
give a damn,

But in the end, I decided to come here
and tell the EPA, and others, that there is this
great frustration in the coal fields of West
Virginia, Kentucky, and Tennessee.

People who have for go long battled for
justice, are fed up with not being listened to, fed

up with laws not being enforced, fed up with crooked
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politicians, fed up with the coal industry that puts
profit above people, fed up with having ocur homes and
lives destroyed in the name of corporate gresd.

From that frustration ia coming power.
Power that doesn't cowe from wmoney, and it doesn’'t
come fxom status, it comes from within. BAnd it comes
with being united with people from arcund this
region, around this country, and arcund the world.

I am here tonight to tell you about the
people. I will tell you about a wother who used to
ge cut on hexr back porch with a cup of coffee in her
hand, and losk up into the beautiful mountains and
valleys, behind her home, and now she goes up there,
and loocks up at a pile of reock that they call a
valley £ill, and she cries.

Mothers shouldn't be crying in the
States of West Virginia, Kentucky and Tennessee.

This EI$ is a sham. And we can do
better.

And I want to tell you about a father
who once took his son fishing in the mountain st;eams
surrounding his home to teach him how to fi;h, like
hie farther had before him. Now he would have to

explain to his little boy how that mountain stream isg
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no longer there. How it is part of over 700 miles of
streams that have been buried by mountaintop removal
mining.

Daddy should not have to explain that to
the little boy, and the EIY doss not solve that
problem, and we can do better.

I want to tell you about a grandfather
and grandmother, who worked their entire lives to get
& little place up in the mountains so that they could
retire in peace and quiet., And now, every day that
peace and guiet, is blasted, because of blasting on
the mountains above them, and they are afraid, pissed
off, and stressad out.

And grandparents should not have to live
that way. This EI§ does not solve that problem, and
we can do better.

And you need to hear about the
children. The children who are going to bed every
night that it rains fully clothed because they don't
know that at 3 o'clock in the morning they may have
to get up and run for their lives. Not from the
water coming from the streams, but the water that is
coming from the sediment pondsg above them.

Children should not have to be going to

5-7-2

10-6-2

17-2-2

MTM/VF Draft PEIS Public Comment Compendium B-235

Section B - West Virginia Evening Session



Pam Medlin, private citizen

17

18

19

20

1

N

22

23

94
sleep fully clothed at night. This EIS does not
solve that. And it is a sham, and we can do better.

Frieda, thank you for mentioning Mother
Jones. Because people Loday are still fighting for
justice in the coal fields, and we will have that,

Qur battle is not with the ones of those
that are feeding their families, but it is with the
greedy ceal operators, and the West Virginia Coal
Association who put profit above people.

And our battle with the Bush
Administration, that totally ignores the laws and
lets this illegal practice continue.

We will win.

We will have ccal field justice, in
spite of the fact that this EIS is shame, and a sham,
and the Push Administration just don't give a damnt

MR. CHAIRMAN: James Chajmacki?

AUDIENCE MEMRER: He left.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Ckay. Pam Medlin,

Afrer Pam we will be taking another
small break again.

MS. MEDLIN: I am Pam Medlin. I am from
Charlotte, North Carolina.

1 am here tonight representing a family
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from MeDowell County, West Virginia.

My eighth-year-old son came to me
recently with tears in hig eyes asking, Mommy, why
don't they realize that cutting down the mountains
and trees causes flooding and hurte the earth. Even
I know that, and I am just a kid.

That single statement stunned me. My
immediate family no longexr lived in West Virginia.

My kids don't have to live in fear of another flond
or slurry dam breaking. Yet they feel the pain of
their friends and family still living in the coal
fields of West Virginia.

My son heard me planning my trip here
today and begged to come along. Why do you want to
go? 1 asked him. His reply, So that I can ask the
coal company, and the coal miners myself, why they
hate little kids so much, They put them in danger.

Why can't we find better ways to make
electricity, and why they can't be nice to the earth?

Again, I was stunned by the intelligence },-S)
of an eight-year-old child. If he could understand,

then surely the coal companies, and the government

could understand, as well.

This earth is a gift given to all of us
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for the short amount of time we are here. Not just
big business and people with money.

For someone to have the audacity to
think that they can improve the gift that has been
given, leaves me at a loss for words,

What is going to be left for future
generations? When the last hardwood forest is being
trucked out of here, and seeing flat scarred land
where a majestic mountain once stood?

Can you, the coal companies, or you the
government, look into the inncocent eyes of a child
and honeatly say that you tried to do something good
for the esarth and their future? That you didn't
think mountaintop removal was bad for the earth?

We ask that you take an honest and
unbiased look at the government's own research. They
have proven, without a shadow of a doubt, that
mountaintop removal and valley fills destroy our
environment and our future.

We ask that you extend the deadline for
comments on the Environmental Impact Statement, o
that all pesople can read, and fully understand the
devastation our own government, our own government,

is permitting to continue.
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Perhaps it is time thatywe all realize
that we are in this together. There are
alternatives, and together we ought to succeed in
making a difference.

Remenbear the words of a child, "I know
that, and I am just a kid."

MR. CHAIRMAN: It is time that we all
take a five-minute break here. The two speakers
after the break will be Winnie Fox. Carolyn
Chajmacki, if ghe happens to still be here, and Patty
Sebok.

Let's take five wminutes, and come back
in, and if the apeaker is speaking, again, be very
quiet .

Thank you.

{Break.)

M8, FOX: My name is Winnie Pox. I am
from Huntington, West Virginia, and I was born on the
Big Sandy River,

I have seen a lot of hideous things in
my time, but I have never, never seen anything as ]A‘E)
hideocus as mountaintop removal.

Thig state has the richest rescurces and

the poorest people. We talk about we have no jobs,
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1 our children have to leave this state because thare 1 not paid.

2 ig nothing here for ther‘ny We educate them and then 10“1"'2 2 The ads that you ruming on TV to make
3 bid them good-bye. They are like refugees. 3 you laok good,

4 I am going to calm on down now, But I 4 but they are not working,

5 want to read a poem that I wrote about Massey because 5 you are still a corporate hood.

6 I am supposed to restrain myself. Because I might & The toxic sludge is so yucky,

7 incinerate. 7 that you don't want Kentucky.

8 "0de to Massey Coal® 8 Can we recover our losses,

El "How you use energy all wrong 9 at the EPA office?

10 You bave been among us too long. 10 Stop this deadly wWorld War,

i1 Everything you have been doing is wrong. 11 We can't stand it anymore.

1z You have messed up our rivers, 12 When we bid you goodbye,

13 You have messed up our streams, . 13 there will be no tears in our eyes.

14 You have messed up our hopes, ’ 14 Here's to you, Dear 0ld HMassey,

15 and you have messed up our dreams. 15 you have been a pain in the

15 You have blown up our mountains, 16 neck. "

17 You have taken ocur wells, 17 These are sacred land, znd these are
18 and instead of respecting, 18 sacred people, and you are the regulatory agency for
19 You've given us hell, 19 this site, and it is your sacred duty to protect

20 You've been a rotten Ccorporate neighbor, 20 these mountains and protect thesge people.

21 You've no respect for labor, ) 21 Because if you don't, you will have to
22 Now we have a monumental job of cleaning 22 ansver to somebeody for that. I promise. And I keep
23 up the mess you made, 23 wy promises.

24 And I've covered for the taxes you have 24 Thank you so much.
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1 MR, CHAIRMAN: Carolyn Chajmacki?
2 AUDIENCE MEMBER: They left.
3 MR, CHAIRMAN: I knew he did, but I
4 waan't sure if she did or not.
5 Patty Sebok. And then afrer Patty, it
6 will be Janice Neese.
7 MS. SEBOK: Hello. My name ip Patty

8 Sebok. I am a lifelong resident of Boone County,

9 West Virginia,

10 My ancestors also have been here since
11 the 1700's. My father was a coal miner, and my

12 husband is a coal miner. So I am not against all

13 coal mining. But I am againgt mountaintop removal

14 mining.

15 1 keep hearing that mountaintop removal
16 mining provides the only good paying jobs in a

17 depressed region, and levels out rough terrain for

18  future development. Well MTR mining provides so many
19 jobs, then why are the coal mining ¢ounties the

20 poorest of the state?

21 Name me one mountaintop removal site

22 that has been developed on the Big Coal River area.
23 We hear that there is no economic development becauge

22 of a lack of potential development sites.
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Big Coal River area has over 95,000
acres of flattened land. Is this not enough land for
development? Khere are the development plans for the
land? What is the percentage of mountaintop removal 1(}53;_22
sites that are developed from destroyed mountains?

Boone County has an economic development
plaf, but it plainly states that if an MTR site is

not within a half of a mile of a four-lane rcad,

there will be no davelopment.

S0 on our side, the Big Coal River side
of Boone County, there will not be any development.

If mountaintop removal mining is so good
for communities, why isn’'t there any mountaintop
removal going on in Charleston or South Charleston.
Is it because mountaintop remowval impzacts the puoor,
those without power? You won't sgee it in the rich
commnities,

Lives are lost, homes destroyed, and
communities devastated. Plus the loss of our culture l()‘:Z‘:Z
when we lose our mountaine, and the freedoms that go
into our mountaing.

Deer and bear are baing seen in people’s
vards in the daytime to eat bhacause they are being

run out by mountaintop removal. They have no food.
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In the past four years, I have geen more
deer coming in my yard to eat grass than I have in wy
entire lifetime.

If you think that eanforcement of
existing regulations will pot be ecoﬁomically
beneficial to continue mining, then go back to deep
mining.

Deep mining does not cause the problems
that mountaintop removal mining does. Plus, it
provides more jobs, with much less environmental
impact on communities, and private property owners.

Last year, my husband was laid off twice
from the deep mines, while the mountaintop removal
sites were working night and day.

Mountaintop removal mines does not
provide half as many jobs as deep mines, but deep
mines cannot compete with the cheap prices of
mountaintop removal coal.

This EIS study costs the American
taxpayers -- yes, the American taxpayers, nct just
West Virginia taxpayers -- $8 million.

And it started out to minimize the
potential for gdvexse effects of mining operations.

So I would like to know how did it come
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te be a streamline permitting process?

Thank you.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Janice Neese. The next
gpeaker will be Chuck Wrostok.

MS. NEESE: Hi. My name is Janice Neese
and I am currently the executive director of
Coal River Mountain Watch.

I, too, am a lifelong West Virginian, I
have come from two generations of coal miners.

For over five years -- the last five
years -~ I have been working very cleosely with the
residents of the southern coal fields, fighting the
environmental, social, and economic impacts of
mountaintop removal mining.

It is the hardest job that I have ever
done in my job, and I was a teacher for 31 years. So
that is saying quite a bit.

It seems, four long years, we have been
waiting the results of the study, hoping that someone
would finally listen. Unfortunately, you chose not
to.

Wnile we were waiting, we were
suffering. While you were studying, we were

suffering. It seems that every study is the same
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result. We expect something good, and it is always
something bad.

In the four years that you were working
on thie study, we bave suffaered from -- we have
suffered the decapitation of our mountainsg, and the
dupping of valley fills into our streams. We have
suffered air pollution, dust pollution, three
devagtating floocds.

We have had sludge dumps, sludge dam
apills, valley-fill failures, st cetera, et cetera,
et cetevra.

And I could take my five minutes telling
you of what we studied, but that's not what I'm going
to do.

I'm going to tell you that the study
that you released, shames every member of the
community. And it deals a dsath blow to both the
physical enviropment and human environment in the
southern ceoal fields.

I am not gure -- 1 am not sure why you
chose to side with the coal industry, and with their
falee economics. Maybe, perhaps, you were swayed by
the threat of lost jobs.

I am 67 years old, and I have heard that

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

i3

is

20

21

22

23

24

168
threat since I was 8ix years old. I lived through
it.

Why does the coal industry think that
they are entitled to a job, when the rsst of the
nation, schoslteachers, all types of people, have
lost their jobs?

Are we out trying to protect their
jobs? Have I sgeen anyone on this committee try to
protect their jobs? No. It is only the coal
industry.

They think that they should take a few
jobs that they give to a community, and we should be
grateful .

They also tell us that we arve,
cbligated, to provide cheap energy for the nation.
Well, we don't think so.

¥e have no intentions of allowing this
to continue. We have no intentions of seeing our
communities destroyed, our mountains destroyed, our 1-5)
heritage destroyed; everything that we hold dear is
destroyed.

How many people did you talk to from the

10-2-2

southern coal fields when you did this study? Did

you interview anyone in the Boone County area? Did
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you interview anybody from the impoverished counties
of Mingo, McDowell, Boone, parta of Raleigh?

We didn't see you. We didn't hear from
you. You know, when we send in our comments, we
gseriously think that they are probably not even xead,

I would like to talk a little bit, too,
about -- well, I wanted to say, something else about
what, perhaps, changed your mind about what you were
supposed to do? Perhaps you fell prey to the coal
industry's economigts' point of view.

Let me tell you about the economy of
aoal., Coal is a false prosperity. It enriches the
few, to the detriment of many.

The motto of coal is get as much coal as
you can with the fewest number of men, and the
greatest amount of profit, and get out, with -- the
profit -- as fast as you can.

I have geen that three times in my
lifetime. 1 have seen that happen, and nothing is
left behind for West Virginia, and nothing is left
behingd for Kentucky.

Finally, I would like to say something
about reclamation. You know, one of the gentlemen on 19-3-2

that site said that they shouldn't have to reclaim
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these places because it is difficult, you know, it is 19 3 2
-

difficult to do,

They are required by law to reclaim
these land sites. Nothing has been done in Boone
County, for Beone County. Four percent have been
reclaimed, if at all.

What I am hers to tell you tonight, is
that we are angry, amnd we wanted to tell you: Hell, I_S)
no, to your study, and hell, no, to mountaintop
removal mining.

Thank you.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Chuck Wrostok.

And then after Chuck, we will have
Marian Miller.

MR. WROSTOK: My name is Chuck Wrostok.
After Chris Hamilton gave his gualifications, I guess
I have to say that I am not a native West Virginian.
But I have been here for 27 years, and I am hers to
stay. 1 am not going anywhere.

For the federalities they are heve
tonight, I also want to say that I have 40 years
experience as & U.S. taxpayer.

This EIS report is an unhealthy example

of the type of double speak emanating from
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Washington, D.C,, these days.

1 can understand the delay in the
release of such a document. It has to be
embarrassing to seme of the authors.

Who would be proud of a documsnt that
makes such a strong case for protecting the
environment, while recommending a speedier way to
destroy it?

S0 as a taxpayer, I am formally
demanding a refund of the $2 million that you spent
on thisg.

Now if our government was controlled by
the people, and for the people, we wouldn't be here
today defending cur mountains from mutilation?

We would not have to deal with the
perverse logic of an EIS report that tells us of vast
environmental damage from mountaintop mining, and
then makes it eampier to get permits to do this very
same damage.

Am I missing something here? I mean, I
don't get it, or what?

W2 algo wouldn't have to deal with the
dark minds that control the mining industry who would

destroy one of the world's most diverse ecosystems

19

11

12

16

17

i8

18

21

22

23

24

109
for the sake of profit.

I1f we had a government that was
controllied by the people -- there ig already a
healthy mistrust of the Federal government in thisg
neck of the woods, and this EIS report doesn't help.

Teday, miners, drivers and their
families, are faced with terrible choices. They are
being asked to transform their woods through hunting
grounds, their fighing streams into barren wasteland,
or lose their jobs. It is an awful choice. One that
they should not have to make.

Many of them were here today. If you
look into the hearts of many of the people here, you
will see many of the neighbors, everyday folks like
yourselves, thinking about their choice to have a
home, and a decent life in these hills and hollows of
this beautiful land; these mountains that God made.

Some people will say that there will
eventually be jobs at Walmarte, and fast-food places
on this reclaimed land, but who c¢ould live on minimum
wage and no benefitg?

By the way, this Y"reclaimed land®
phrasge, I have a little trouble with. Where I come

from, we call it a landfill. It is usually filled

11-1-2
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with junk.

We all have to work together to find a
way to keep our mountain heritage and have good jobs,
tco.

If federal agencies can bail out savings
and loans associations, if they can bail out airlines
with billions of dollars of money that come out of
our pockets, then it could help coal-field people
create good-paying jobs here in West Virginia.

It is like we are invisible here,
sometimes.

Federal subsidies could create fobs in
alternative-energy research, development and
construction, jobs with a future.

Are we to become ain energy-sacrifice
zone, because we can't pull together for a more
diverse economic future? Surely we can do better,

Wow maybe the Government agencies who
are g0 anxicus to pow communicate with one another,
could communicate with agencies and see what they
could do about this.

There are plenty of people down here
willing to work. They need the jobs, they have the

resilience, they have the intelligence, and they have
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the work ethic.

We are not about to have this
government, which is controlled by industry, destroy
our way of life. These mountains are not an
impediment to progress; they are cur soul.

We reject the premise of having jobs,
while devastating our land forever is a good thing.
It is a dead-end path.

As Woody Guthrie put it, This land is
our land. ‘The water, the air, the soil that sustains
us. These are our rights and vital ingredients for
the common good of everyone.

A good Government report would not only
reflect that, but would find ways to sustain the
common good.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Sir, you are out of time.

MR. WYROSTOK: Thank you.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The next speaker is
Marian Miller, and then after that ig
Pauline Cantebury,

May I remind you again, to please adjust
the mic s¢ that all the people can hear everyone.

Thank you. N

M5, MILLER: My name is Marian Miller.
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I live in Sylvester, in a coal-dust town that has
surrounded us.

I am against mountaintop removal. We
need to protect our water streams, and our rivers -- l S)
God gave us these beautiful mountains, not to be -
destroyed.

I moved to Beoone County in 1951, There
ware coal wines and coal camps along Coal River,
They did not rewove the mountain tops years age, and
it wag a bigger demand for the coal in 1951 when I
wmoved to Coal River.

Why do they have to remove the mountain
tops now?

This is where our State, our Federal
government needs to make laws, enforce them., Don't
force people cut. Don't wait until it is too late
and we are washed off. Act now on the law.

When I go to bed at night, I do not know
if we are going to be flooded after a heavy rain, or
if an impoundment will break loose, We do not have
any kind of a warning signal.

1 am between two most endangered
impoundments. One is across the river from me, and

one is five miles up the road.
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Now we think, Are we going to be washed
down Cmal River? Does anybody here really know? No.

I am not against coal minimy, beécause we
need coal, and we need jobs, but don't destray our
mountains and communities.

There should be a law of how close the
mines are built to a town. Before the mountaintop's
removal, and pellution in Coal River, we could swim
in the river, we could fish in the river. We could
take a little canoe ride down Ceal River, but they
are dammed up the river now, and we can't go
nowhere -- can't figh.

In the wintertime, we used to go ice
skating. The Coal River would freeze over. Now what
is in our river? What kind of chemical is in our
river that they do not freeze now?

How I have got a little picture here I
want to show you, that the people in Sylvester have
suffered over a wountaintop removal. Right there,
{indicating} is where a gtoker plant is put about 300 ]5-2-2
yards from my home.

Now on the count of all of the coal dust

that we are getting from the stoker plant, it has

ruined our little town.
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Now my time is almost up, but I just
want to tell one more thing: We have lost our
schools, and I feel now that I have logt my home.

My home is appraised at $144,000. And
ont the count of the coal dust, it is wort $12,000.
It has depreciated. This is what I have worked so
hard on all my life, and it is only worth 310,000,
not enough to bury me.

My husband was in the War. He fought
for cur country; now I am fighting for my home.

I am damn mad. Now they say we have no
pollution; they are crazy.

This is what we put up with,
{indicating), coal dust.

MR, CHAIRMAN: Thank you, ma'am.

Next speaker is Pauline Cantebury.

Then the next speaker is Melvin Tyrce.

MS. CANTEBURY: My name is Pauline
Cantebury, and I am also from the town of Sylvester
west Virginia,

Whosver said that we don't have any ceal
dust anymore? Up there in the part of West Virginia
where they say that we don't have any coal dust

anymore -- well whoever said that here tonight, sure

11-3-2
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has not begen in Sylvester in the last five years,
Because the last five years, the town of Sylveater
has been tctally‘polluted, demolished, destroyed with
coal dust.

This Environmental Impact Statement you
have made does nothing for the communities.

You did not even come into the
communities, you didn't ask us anything. You didn't
ask us why we were complaining like we were
complaining.

I want to tell you what it is like to
live in the coal field today. Mountaintop removal
mining of coal fields today is massive ruination, not
only to the beautiful Appalachian mountains of West
Virginia, but to every creature whose existence
depends on these mountainsg for survival, and to the
citizens who live in the valley below them.

Much danger and destruction lurch behind
a guard shack, at the mouth of those operations.

Explosions that resemble the Atom Bomb,
£ill the airway with rock dust for miles away
covering the valley below, and all those who dwell
within, with this deadly stuff, which causes

silicosis.

15-2-2

3-2

1-9

15-1-2
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Inadequatée yunotf ponds are built in the
hollows that brsak during heavy rains, hitting walls
of water gushing down the mountaing destroying
everything and everyone in its path.

Dams are built up over hollnws, holding
millions of gallons of black slurry, loaded with over
€0 chemicals and varying degrees of age and srosion.
And geeping into underground mines that are in the
entire past history, threatening valleys and people
below them who have no route to safety. Buffalo
Creek and Martin County, Kentucky, are two good
examples of what will happen.

The first of these impoundments is
released constantly intoc our streams and rivers.

The Big Coal River, in Boone County, was
a free-flowing river., It is now a trickling stream
blocked at intervals with illegal dams and it is one
of the most contaminated rivers in the United States
of America, and it is the drinking water supply for
that area.

Illegal zubstances, such as rock dust
are disposed of in these impoundments. Unmarked
tankers and drums travel constantly into these areas

across our highways.
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The dark of night hides many things.
Powdery, black coal dust pours from uncovered
structures, placed near reégidential areas, polluting 15_2-2
the air for miles, destroying citizens' properties,
homes, and exposing everyone to black lung.

‘The entry in the year 2000, had a 100
percent higher cancer risk than the Clean Water Act
allows, It is no different today.

The allotted time period speak here does
not allow ensugh to tell all of the vicioug dets that
are being imposed by the citizens of West Virginia in
the southern coal fields caused by mountaintop
removal.

AB a fellow Republican, and with due
respect, 1 challenge President Bush, and you, the
impact committee, to come into the hollows and
valleys of gouthern West virginia, and feel the
explosiong shake the house that you are standing in, 1(3'1 ‘:Z
while the walls crumble, and pictures fall tb the
floor.

And the continuing fear of rock dust

16-2-2

falling through the air on your body and bresthe it

into your lungs.

To watch the sun disappear behind the
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